“Then James
and John the
sons of Zebedee
cameto Him say-
ing, We want You
to do for us what
ever we ask. And
He said to them,
what do you want
Me to do for you.
They said to Him, grant us that we may sit one on
Your right hand and the other on Your leftin Your
glory. But Jesus said to them, you do not know
what you ask. Areyou able to drink the cup that |
drink? And be baptized with the baptismthat | am
baptized with? They said to Him, we are able. So
Jesus said to them you will indeed drink the cup
that | drink and the baptism | am baptized with you
will be baptized. But to sit on Myrighthandandon
My left isnot Minetogive. Butitisfor thosefor whom
itisprepared” Mark 10:35-40.

As we considered the above scriptures in the last edi-
tion of LIVING SEED, we saw that leadership is a good and
noble responsibility to be desired, as much as one understands
the purpose of God, and the sacrifices it entails. But of a
serious concern to us, were the several aberrations and mis-
conceptions about leadership, that have characterized the
Church presently in our generation- the clamour for the glam-
our and carnal glory.

We are, however, further led in this edition to consider
this request of James and John. This time, it is to critically
look at the response of the Lord Jesus, becauseiniit, the Lord
revealed to us what looks like a quaification and a condition
that every one desiring to have any part in God' s work, must
go through, in order to be acceptable for either any responsi-
bility or any leadership position.

“...But Jesus said to them, you do not know what
you ask. Areyou ableto drink thecupthat | drink?
And be baptized with the baptism that | am bap-
tized with? They said to Him, we are able. So
Jesus said to them, you will indeed drink the cup
that | drink and the baptism | am baptized with you
will be baptized...”

According to Jesus, there is a cup, and a baptism that
every aspiring servant of God must compulsorily drink and
be baptized with, before heavens may agree to include his or
her name in the heavenly records. Yet, even if you drink of
the cup and go through the baptism as John and James swore
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to, it still does not guar-
antee an automatic ap-
pointment to a leader-
ship position, thoughitis
certain that no man will
occupy any form of |leader-
ship position, without hav-
ing passad through this ba:
sic qudification of the cup
and baptism.

The QP and t he BAPTI SM

We will now undertake to study what that baptism
and cup are which Jesus offered al disciples, as a compul-
sory condition to meet, in order to be part of God's ministry
team that will bear His glory into revival. But it is to be done
not with an eye on the carnal reward that seems to be flipped
before our faces. Remember Jesus said,

“...You will indeed drink the cup that I drink and
with the baptism | am baptized with, you will be
baptized. But to sit on My right hand and on My
leftisnot Mineto give, but it isfor those for whom
itis prepared.”

We are exploring this cup not because we just want to
know it, but because we want to drink it. Appointment or
placement in ministry, whether to preach to thousands or to
two, is not the issue. And | pray that you will understand that
genuine revivd is not the one that emphasizes the ‘man of
God'. Soif you are till quietly praying about ‘ my ministry’,
and how you are going to be known &l over the country,
maybe you need to ask God to deliver you fromit. That atti-
tude may scare God away from you. Revival has nothing to
do with preaching ‘big’. It has al to do with God working
through men. When revival comes, men are forgotten and
Jesusincreases. When revival comes, men go for God rather
than for themselves. When genuine revival comes, people
will do silent earnest labors. As great as the revival in the
New Testament was ( those revivals which we read about in
the book of Acts) it was amazing that it did not emphasize
any human being; neither wasthe result of that revival named
after any person. Nobody particularly possessed the minis-
try that arose out of that revival. We did not read about clash
of personalities, rather we only saw service. A medical doc-
tor dropped his instruments and was just ‘recording’ behind
other men. A great theologian like Paul, who could speak
Greek, submitted to Peter, a fisherman.  James, who was
not even an apostle, headed the church in Jerusalem such
that in council meetings he was the Chairman. Apostles like
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Peter had to sit down and wait to be appointed by James
whenever he, Peter, wanted to make contributions.

As long as there exists dark spots of the flesh and
egoigtic individualism in your personality (which spots are
always the point of contention and disappointment in God's
work) God cannot release any tangible measure of His sa-
cred trust into your hands. All such impurities of the flesh
must be extracted. A blacksmith working on aniron tool must
melt it severaly in the furnace, to extract whatever is not
cohesive with the origina meta itself. He then soaks it in a
liquid; to cause the metal to come together as a component
(by contraction). He repeats this process several times to
ensure flexibility and increase of the tensile strength of the
metal. This process of firing and soaking resembles the kind
of Baptism and Cup our Lord prescribes for any disciple,
who truly desiresto win God' s approval for appointment into
aposition of servant leadership in the Body of Christ. A can-
didatefor leadership must possessfirst and foremost awhole-
someness of life, symmetry of character and integrity. Integ-
rity here has to do with a life that is every wit dependable,
predictable and projectable. Integration is the sum (or sigma)
of every tiny variable of life to make a continuum: an
unbreaking, non-cracking, regular, cohesive and beautiful
personality. Everything in him and about him is integral with
what he says and does. Every segment of his life —be it his
matrimony; or his secular life or sacred life; his playtime or
businesstimeis congruent with his overall outlook inlife, and
none is repulsive. All has been tempered and tamed in this
process of the cup and the baptism.

For John and James, they only saw the seat on the
right and on the left. They never envisaged the processing,
the training, the taming and the testing that qualify men for
those leadership positions. They may appear vacant for along
time; God does not just fill them up with any available per-
son, unless he or she has met this ‘ Cup and Baptism’ condi-
tionality.

Jesus frankly told John and James: “What you ar e ask-
ing for by aspiring to come to sit at My left and right,
you don’t under stand. To ever becomeeligibleat all, are
you ready for the Cup? Areyou ready for the Baptism?
Areyou ready for the smelting in fire? Areyou ready
for the soaking into the deep waters? This is the only
way we can confirm whether or not thisinstrument will
not fail us on the day of battle.”

We shdl now explore whet this cup and baptism actualy
stand for in our preparation for spiritua service. | pray that God
will help you to come dong, and actudly to plunge your sef into
this, so that you can emerge from this baptism ausableinstrument
in Hishands, in your generation, in the Name of Jesus.
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During genuine revivals,
__ people do silent and
. earnest labours
. without clamoring
& for titles, offices,
i or leadership
positions

A re

fferings That Produce

Hunan Experi ences...

Thisisthefirst of the baptism that any man seeking to
become an instrument in God's hand must pass through. All
notable men, both in Scriptures and in contemporary history,
bore testimony to this ingredient in the dealing of God over
their lives. Peter, James, and all the other apostles eventually
had this baptism of suffering. Even the latecomer, apostle
Paul declared:

“Moreover let us also be full of joy now! Let us
exult and triumph in our troubles and rejoice in
our sufferings, knowing that pressure and afflic-
tion and hardship produce patient and unswerving
endurance. And endurance (fortitude) develops
maturity of character, that is, approved faith and
tried integrity. And character (of thissort) produces
(the habit of) joyful and confident hope of eternal
salvation.” Rom.5: 3-4(Amp)

The

The Exanple O Jesus...

Let's check Jesus' own experience from the book of
Hebrews chapter2. Y ou will remember that Hebrews chapter
one is a very beautiful epilogue of the glory, the power, the



anointing, the position, the name and the ministry of the Lord
Jesus. And if you love to read, you may stop in chapter one
just gazing and marveling, as you see the greatness and supe-
riority of thisMan. But onething that | discover isthat there
isaprocess, which Christ Himself went through, to gain that
position and to walk in it.

When you leave Chapter one of Hebrews where it talked
about all the glories of Jesus... the superiority of Christ over
the prophets and how God had given Him a name that is
above al names, and how angels are to bow to Him and all
that...and move to Chapter 2 you will immediately see the
making, the moulding and the preparations of the “Son of
man.”

“But we see Jesus who was made a little lower than
the Angels for the suffering of death crowned with
glory and honor that He by the grace of God should
taste death for every man.” Heb. 2:9 (KJV).

“But we do see Jesus, who for a little while was
made lower than the angels, so that through God’'s
grace He should die for everyone. We see Him now
crowned with glory and honour because of the death
he suffered.” (Good News).

“But we do see Him who has been made for a little
whilelower than theangels, namely, Jesus, because
of the suffering of death crowned with glory and
honour, that by the grace of God he might taste
death for everyone.” (NAB).

“But we are ableto see Jesus, who was ranked lower
than theangelsfor alittle while, crowned with glory
and honour because of His having suffered death,
in order that by the grace (unmerited favour) of
God (to us sinners) He might experience death for
every individual person.” (Amp).

But we see Jesus:

This is very strong! We see the example of Jesus.
We see what God did to Him, to make Him who He is today.
We see the way He went and the path He trod to become the
author of our salvation. It isnot athing that God has not done
before. He did it to His only begotten Son, even Jesus who
knew no sin.

What did we seein Jesus? He was deliberately made
lower than the angels for alittle while. This must be so hard
for Him, who created all things, including the angels. He was
made lower than the works of His own hands. Why? What
for? It is that He may by the grace of God taste death for
every one He would later bring out of death with life; out of
darkness with light. The baptism with death was a necessary
pricefor Himto bring forth much fruit and many sonsunto glory.

There is something more than this aspect of our own salva
tion. Look at the last part of that verse...
“...We see Him now crowned with glory and honour
because of the death He suffered” (Good News).
...But we are able to see Jesus... crowned with glory and
honour because of His having suffered death.
This“because” isavery strong reason we must also see. His
being crowned with glory and honour was not arbitrary. It
was as aresult of what He had gone through. It was because
of Hishaving suffered death! Thisisvery illuminating. It runs
across the Scriptures. Phil 2:8-9 confirms this same matter
in another way:
“And after He had appeared in human form He
abased and humbled Himself (still further) and
carried His obedience to the extreme of death, even
the death of the cross!
Therefore (because He stooped so low) God has
highly exalted Him and hasfreely bestowed on Him
the name that is above every name...” (Amp).
God was only responding to a conditionality Christ had met.
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him...” As a
result, God on His own part as well has exated Him to the
highest place and given Him the name that is above every
name. The name God gave Him above every other name in
heaven or earth was not because He is the Son of God, but
because of the death He suffered. When God was ready to
appoint Jesus as the king, and Captain of our salvation, it
became necessary for God to subject Him to this process.
There was no short cut to the throne, even for Him. It was
not because of sin that this conditionality was necessary, for
Jesus was one who knew no sin. Look further with that Scrip-
ture:
“For it became Him, for whom are all things and
by whom areall things, in bringing many sonsunto
glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings.” (Heb 2:10 KJV).

“Itwasright and proper that in bringing many sons
to glory, God (God from whom and by whom ev-
erything exists) should make the leader of their sal-
vation perfect through his sufferings.” (Phillips)

“And it was right and proper that God, who made
everything for his own glory, should allow Jesusto
suffer, for in doing this he was bringing vast mul-
titudes of God' s people to heaven; for his suffering
made Jesus a perfect Leader, onefit to bring them
unto their salvation.” (Living Bible).

The first thing to note here is that it was right and proper for

God to allow Jesus to pass through this process of suffering.
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N o C’ R OSS Even though Jesus was

lhe only begolten Son of
God, and without sin
yel, for God o exalt and
crown Him with the highest
Glory and honour, He had
to earmn it through the
thony path of suffering...
lo the extent of dealh.
If Jesus needed o go
through this path, would
Cod spare you?

NO CROWN

It was not amistake. It was not contradictory to God' s Holi-
ness, neither to Jesus' sinlessness. It was fitting.

“It was an act worthy (of God) and fitting (to the

divine nature)...” (Amp).

This act was worthy of God. It did not contradict God nor

did it paint Him as ungodly to so do, when it came to the
matter of making Jesus the Leader that fits our need and is
best suited to be the Pioneer and Captain of our salvation. It

was al so fitting to the divine nature. It was not wrong. It was

actually proper and fitting for God to do thisto Jesus. And if

thiswasright, proper, and fitting for God to do to Jesus, who
proved a beloved Son, do you think it so wrong and grievous
for God to subject mortal men like ourselves to that baptism
and cup that will give usaplace in His service? If for Jesus—
a man who received the anointing without measure- with
whom the Father was well pleased, it is till proper and right
to subject Him to this cup of suffering, in order for Him to
bring many sonsto glory, how do | intend to become a chan-

nel in God's hands to bring and lead many men unto salva

tionif | keep dodging and evading this necessary cup? Though
Hewasthe perfect Son of God, God still needed to make Him

perfect when it came to becoming a leader, a pioneer and a
captain, through sufferings.

When God wants to make you a leader that is fit to
lead others to the kingdom of God, it is proper for Him to
subject your life to death and suffering so that you might be a
perfect and correct leader fit to lead others unto heaven. |
used to think that Jesus was automatically the Saviour of the
world. | did not know that he had to “become” a Saviour.
When He was born, God already saw His destiny and said,
“you will call Hisname Jesus, for He will save His people
from their sins’. But in between the announcement of Jesus
destiny at His birth and the actualization of it, there was a
process that made Him to become a saviour. If Jesus was

not an automeatic leader as soon as He was born, and that it
was not automatic for Him to save people, do not expect
anything like that for your own self. And do not be wary of
the process of becoming what God desires and designed you
to be. Do not keep dodging and running away from the pro-
cess otherwise in another ten years, you will still be on the
same spot. Prayer is good and we should pray more. Y et, we
need to open our mouths and tell God to take us through the
process. When you finish reading this message you should
stand up deliberately and tell God to take your hand and lead you
through the process for becoming aleader in the family of God.
“For it was an act worthy (of God) and (fitting to
the divine nature) that He for whose sake and by
whom all things have their existence in bringing
many sons into glory should make the pioneer of
their salvation perfect. (Should bring into maturity
the human experience necessary to be perfectly
equipped for His office as a high priest) through
suffering.” Heb. 2:10 (Amp).

Thereisaminimum quantity of human experience that
you need before you can become aleader. It is a pity that in
our own present day churches, untested and un-baptized boys
are the founders and presidents of ministries. It was not
miracles that qualified Jesus for leadership. It was not a su-
pernatural demonstration of power that put Jesus there as a
perfect pioneer leader. God decided and told Him, He cannot
save people or be alowed to handle an issue that He had not
experienced. He could not be imposed over people that have
more experiences in life than Himself. He would be speaking
beyond Hislife. Mary out of whom Jesus had cast out seven
demons was sent to go and proclaim the resurrection mes-
sage... Shewas going to tell those that participated in cast-
ing out her demons (the disciples) that she had seen Jesus.
Did they believe her? No! Why not? She could not be a




leader because she lacked the maturity in human experience.
The two brothers from Emmaus, also came to preach, did
people believe? No they did not. Why did they not believe?
Nobody knew anything about them. As such Jesus had to
come Himself. No man can lead others beyond where he him-
self has reached in his walk with God. This is the predica-
ment we are having. Our leadership devel opment isvery slow.
Some of us do not appreciate God’s own content of making
aleader. That is why He may still be waiting for whom He
can send.

People you can influence are people of your own
level. So the Bible tells us that for Jesus to be able to bring
many sons unto God, it was necessary that God should make
Him perfect. The word perfect here means maturity in the
human experience necessary for a perfect equipment of his
office as High Priest. But the only way to bring that to hap-
pen is through suffering.

So Jesustold Mr. James and John, if they wanted to
sit by Hisright, and to sit by Hisleft, over and above men with
grey hair, they needed to get into the school of suffering. The
school of suffering is the school of leadership. Itisnot aBible
schoal. Let us stop deceiving ourselves. A Bible school certifi-
cate does not make you a spiritual leader. (I do not want you to
quickly say, “Yessir”, because you are feeling too proud to go
to school. That would be another manifestation of self). The
college of suffering was the college of leadership training.

Jesus aready had the divine nature. But He needed
the human experience to lead human beings. There are two
components that make for spiritual leadership: the divine na-
ture that comes by the anointing, and the maturity of human
experience for you to become a perfect leader that will fit you
for that office.

Let’s move down to vs.17
“Whereforeit behoved Himin all thingsto be made

When God wants to make you a lgader that is fit to lead others in His kingdom, He subjects

your life to sufferings' and deaith to give you a dose of basic human experiences of what

several other men drq.pdsm g through in order to create in you the sensitive disposition of
ster

heart ne«.essary 10 i

iﬁ needs. All God’s choice men had to take this cup and baptism.

nslder the experiences of another man, Paul- the Apostle:

“Are they servants of Christ?... I am more so;
I have had more experience of sufferings, hard
work, of prisons, of blows more than measure
of death. Five times the Jews gave me forty blows
but one. Three times I was whipped with rods,
once I was stoned, three times the ship 1 was
in came to destruction at sea, a night and a day
I have been in the water; in frequent travels, in
dangers on rivers, in dangers from outlaws, in
dangers irom my countrymen. in dangers from

#” . the Gentiles, in dangers in the town, in dangers
. in the waste land. in dangers at sea. in dangers

among false brothers; in hard work and
weariness. in frequent watchings, going
without food and drink, cold and in need
of clothing.. Who is weak and I do not feel
his weakness? Who is offended, and [ am
not hurt?” 2 Cor. 11:23-29
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liketo [Hig] brethren, that He might be a merciful
and faithful high priest in things relating to God,
to make propitiation for the sins of the

people;” (KIV).

“For thisreason He had to be made like His broth-
ersin every way, in order that He might become a
merciful and faithful high priest in serviceto God,
and that He might make atonement for the sins of
the people”. (NIV).

“Thismeansthat He had to become like His brothers
in every way, in order to be their faithful and mer-
ciful High Priest in His service to God, so that the
people' s sins would be forgiven.” (Good news).

“Itisevident that it was essential that Jesusbe made
like His brethren in every respect in order that He
might become a merciful (sympathetic) and faith-
ful High Priest in the things related to God, in or-
der to make atonement and propitiations for the
people'ssins’. (Amp).
Do you see God' s process of making Jesus the leader, which
Heis? | may want to ask you, “Will you (not just by word
of mouth) like to enrol?” If you have understood by the
books that in between where you are and your destiny, there
isaprocess, rather than just wishing to be aman of God, and
wishfully asking for revival to come, why not ask the Lord to
enrol you in the college of spiritual leadership— the college of
suffering. We have severd colleges like College of Agricul-
ture, Education, and Medicine etc. But thisis called the col-
lege of suffering. And its certificate is the Certificate of Lead-
ership. Itisnot apaper certificate written with ink. Thiskind
is the one engraved on your life known and read of all men.
Even this is not conclusive because there are other colleges
like the College of Obedience. As soon as James and John
made the request to be made to sit at His left and right, Jesus
said, “Will you go through the college?”
“Itisevident that it was essential that Jesus be made
like His brethren in every respect in order that He
might become a merciful (sympathetic) and faith-
ful High Priest in the things related to God, in or-
der to make atonement and propitiations for the
people's sins  For because He Himself (in His
humanity) has suffered in being tempted (tested
and tried), Heisable (immediately) to run to the
cry (assist; relieve) of those who are being tempted
and tested and tried and who are therefore being
exposed to suffering”. Heb 2:17-18 (Amp).
For Jesus to be merciful, for Him to be compassion-
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ate, and to know how it feelsto be aman, so that on one side,
He might be able to respond to the needs of men, that did not
come by teaching. He had to suffer temptation. He overcame
temptation. He was tempted at all points but without sin so
that He can be faithful to God. The making of aleader is quite
amatter! God does not overlook it. Whereas the office of the
High Priest is one thing; Jesus could not occupy it, until He
had to be made like His brethren in every aspect. It was nec-
essary for Jesus to be made like His brethren in every area of
experience, in order that He might become a merciful, sym-
pathetic and faithful High Priest in the things related to God.
It is clear that unless He was deliberately subjected to this
process of formation, though the office is available for Him,
He would be incapable of performing in that capacity.

God's making of aleader is not the calling of aname
or a bogus title. Leadership in God's church must not be by
official status. The man must be made, constructed, prepared
and equipped to bear the challenges and responsibilities of the
office. It iswhat He has become (or rather ‘cameto be’) that
matters, rather than what He is called by title. What aman is
in his life is more crucia in leadership than what he does
officially. Any one who knows how to speak or analyse the
Bible can do preaching, but to be a leader demands experi-
ence of life, that far outweighs the challenges facing those
being led. It must be a life that actualy has gone ahead in
experience. And even for Jesus, God regarded it as essential
to alow Him be subjected to everything that men are sub-
jected to. He became ‘a brother’ to all of usin all our afflic-
tions and weaknesses. God allowed Him to be tested and tried
at all points like as we are. It was His victory in those trials
and temptations that now conferred upon Him the right and
the ability to lead men.

God does not place men in the office of leadership,
who are incapable and incapacitated to perform because of
the deficiency of their life and the insufficiency of their own
personal exposure to the Cup and Baptism. It is this Cup and
the Baptism that crystallize within aman’slife such gems of
grace that he draws upon to provide |eadership for the flock.

The character needed for the particular officein lead-
ership is what God takes time to build into a man while the
charisma and the instrument of office can be placed on him
just in aday. Many men struggle to acquire the instrument of
office, the scepter of ministry, while they lack the intrinsic
character needed for such an office.

Look at God again preparing even Jesus for the of-
fice of the High Priest, after the order of Melchisedek. To be
in that office, He must be merciful, sympathetic, considerate
and caring. He must posses genuine feelings of compassion
for the weak and the helpless. He must be familiar with the




pangs and the yearnings of men’s hearts. It must be in His
own life also to feel sympathy. It isnot just for Himto act and
perform some duties of mercy, He Himself must be merciful.
He must have something intrinsic to Him that easily responds
in compassion. Thisfor Jesus was not automatic. It was not
natural to Him. He had to be trained to become sympathetic
with sinners. The only way is for Him to also suffer tempta-
tion at al points. All the assault He went through in various
ways at the wilderness, in the hands of the Pharisees and the
scribes; in the hands of disciples, traitors, like Judas I scariot;
misunderstanding and blackmail that came His way, were all
designed curriculum to inculcate within Him and to carve out
of Him, a merciful, sympathetic, compassionate leader. He
was not only endued with power from on high, He was also
lowered into the baptism of trials and temptations.

Hence Heb. 4: 14-16 could now attest of such a
High Priest we have in Christ Jesus.

“For we have not a High Priest which cannot be

touched with the feeling of our infirmities...”

vs 15,KJV

“For it isnot as if we had a High Priest who was

incapable of feeling our weaknesses with us, but

we have one who has been tempted in every way
that we are, though He is without sin” (JB)

Two matters are important here: one is that a man
could occupy a post in which he is ‘incapable’, ‘unable’ to
perform the requisite life function of the office. He may make
efforts, but he is structurally incapable. But our own High
Priest (Jesus) is not such a man- but we have one who has
been tempted in everyway that we are! He is experienced in
al that now troubles us. He is capable of knowing what we
are going through. He needs no one to describe it to Him
theoretically. He can be touched with the feeling of our infir-
mities. He is not a leader because He is foreign to us. ‘ For-
eigner’ to men's situations cannot be aright and appropriate
leader. Men will even flout his authority due to his innate ig-
norance. He can be fooled to take wrong decisions. He can
be carried away by mere exaggeration of a problem, since it
is completely foreign to him.

The second issueisHisqualification to lead us! Con-
fidence in His own experience, where He had been victorious
is very crucia. Though He was familiar with al our infirmi-
tiesin that He Himself had suffered being tempted, He would
not be aleader if init all Hewasavictim like ourselves. If He
Himself is till struggling and battling with His own personal
weaknesses, how can we trust Him to help us out of our
own. This is the inherent weakness of the Aaronic Priest-
hood. The priests themselves, by life, were weak and were
weaklings. They must offer atonement offering first for their

sins, before they could think of helping others. They never
finished with their own infirmities all their lives; hence their
usefulness to those they led was very minimal. But our own
High Priest is the one without sin, despite all the temptations
He went through. He thus has the right of leadership on these
two counts.

Let me emphasize this again! Leadership hinges on
two anchors. one is identification and familiarity with the led
in every way. This means to be *abrother’ in all afflictions;
to have a first hand experience because you have been there
before. Y ou have gone ahead of the brethrenin every thingin
which you are asking them to follow you.

The second is of equal weight. It is to be a winner,
a congueror and a victor out of al the rubble. Y es, men can
see the traces of the dust; but they must also see the track
record of your consistent victory. This must be engraved in
your life and character. Y ou need not announce it. It is evi-
dent al over your life.

Christ had to meet up with these two anchors of
leadership conditionality. He was trained for this through the
temptation He suffered.

My beloved brother and sister, do you aspire to serve
God in any effective way among the brethren? This Cup and
this Baptism are essentia for you. Leadership qualification
will not come to you by the frivolous laying of hands of vis-
iting preachers in conferences. It is not by the pouring of
anointing ail! It is not even by the word of prophecy of aged
men like Simeon and Anna the prophetess. They may speak
as the Lord gave them utterance. What to do isto keep it in
your heart and quickly resume this process of divine prepara-
tion for the fulfillment of your destiny. Jesus had to be made
amerciful and afaithful High priest. He suffered being tempted
so He knows the pains of temptation. As such He can help
those that are being tempted. But much more important, He
knew how to say no to temptation and maintain righteous-
ness so He can speak for, and to God. He could insist on
God's own standard and say, “Brother, this is the will of
God. | went through it. | know it is paining you. It
pained me too, but | never disobeyed God’. The making
of such men asinstruments of revival, is God's major focus.
You could be praying and saying, “Lord, use me.” Y,
God's answer will be, “Yes, | will answer that prayer. But
my answer isthe Cup and the Baptism”. When you have
gone through living without money, you might be able to stand
up and talk to the girls that are compromising their faith, or
are going into wrong busi nesses because of economic crunch.
You will be afaithful Pastor to say “Sorry, | also lived like
that for three weeks. There were very many tempta-
tions. Thereweretemptationsfor metorenew old friend-
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ships. But | said no. How can | be unequally yoked
because of money? And God saw me through. Do not
disappoint God; God will see you through aswell”. You
will be a faithful minister to Him who has appointed you.
Suffering, as a process of training spiritual leaders, isacom-
pulsory part of the Cup and the Baptism.

Bapti smof Trial s And
Tenpt at i ons

What isthe other baptism that any man hoping to share
apart in reviva labours must go through? It is the Baptism of
temptations as atest for strength. It isatest to discover weak-
nesses so that they can beremoved. And He had to be tested
at al points as we are. But rather than fall, He stood. In
Matt. Chapter three, Jesus Christ received the Holy Ghost.
Heaven was opened to Him after He was baptized in water.
Then in chapter 4, verse one, the Holy Spirit led Jesus, to be
tempted of the devil. The Holy Ghost Himself can lead you
into the wilderness for this necessary trial. And the chief ex-
aminer in the wildernessis Satan, the devil. And the Holy
Spirit seemed to say, “ I’ ve brought my candidate. Please,
test him.” And the Spirit will sit somewhere waiting for
you to finish. It is the process of becoming an effective
leader, and minister. And the Bible said, “ Being tempted 40
days of the devil and in those days Jesus ate nothing.”
The devil battered Him here and there, just testing for any
weakness. And | tell you sir, God will never take you to
battle as a sword or as a battle-axe until He has first of all
handed you over to the cruel tempter who will tempt you
without mercy, to see whether there is a point of weakness
where you will disappoint God later.

Remember, God led the children of Isragl after they
left Egypt into the wilderness. What was His reason? He
wanted them to go through the test, so that He would know
the type of people they would be when they faced the battles
of Canaan. There was a shorter route. But He decided that
they should not go that way because they might run back
from Canaan to Egypt again if they omitted the necessary
wilderness experience. So He took them through the wilder-
ness. God knew there wasthe Red Sea. He was also the one
who went and stirred up Pharaoh to pursue them. God went
and mobilized Egyptians with their chariots behind them. It
was very tight and frightening, yet it was their first
baptism to see where they would turn to. He
was training them to look up. They were hedged
in; the Red seain front, Egyptians at the back,
hills on the left and on the right. Some immediately

of them en-masse. But al thiswasfor God to introduce Him-
self to them and to teach them the Biblical way of crossing
hurdles in God' s service. He was training them to overcome
fear.

When God delivered them (as they walked through
the Red Sea on dry ground) they danced and danced. It was
not the dancing that was God's primary aim of this arrange-
ment. It was that they might have a reference point in their
walk: Ebenezer stonesof memorial in their stories and testi-
monies to recall in the face of other battles, especialy the
battles in the land of promise.

As they passed through the Red Sea and they saw
the massive destruction of their enemies, God desired to carve
into their hearts His power to save and to deliver.

“And you shall remember that the Lord your God

led you all the way these forty yearsin the wilder-

ness, to humble you and test you, to know what
wasin your heart, whether you would keep His com-
mandments or not. So He humbled you, allowed
you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you

did not know nor did your fathers know, that He

might make you know that man shall not live by

bread alone, but man lives by every word that pro-

ceeds from the mouth of the Lord.” Deut 8: 2-3.

This is an apt summary of that training process at
the tail end of their wilderness journey. Let us highlight few
points here, to illustrate this testing: A man who will be fitted
for the highest office in the
Kingdom must be humble.
The only way God
designed for them to
learn humility (that
would qualify
them for divine
promotion)
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was to put in this wilderness journey. They could not accu-
mulate wealth on the road. Of necessity they had to travel
light. No one was allowed to settleinto anything. The pillar of
cloud may settle for three days or three weeks before it lifts
up for onward journey. No one could predict where the cloud
might rest and grant them an abode, and for how long. They
lived a pilgrim life; they ate pilgrim food. They could not en-
gage in any business with the citizens of the country they
were passing through. What a training God designed for His
people so that He might do them good in the end. They did
not take theoretical lesson on humility. He actually humbled
them for forty years, in the hope that it would become their
lifestyle.

He tested them to know what was in their hearts. It
isthis baptism of trials and testing that God usesto reved the
vivid condition of men’s hearts. It reveals areas of weakness
that need urgent attention. It is not at the land flowing with
milk and honey that you can locate a man’s heart. The wil-
derness is designed to bring forth the very obscure aspects
of men’s hearts.

He wanted them to know by life and experience that
man shall not live by bread alone but man lives by every word
that proceeds out of the mouth of God. This is a necessity
for any man in God's service. It is essential. No man can
actually bear God's burdens among men, unless he has learnt
to live by God's word. But God's method of inculcating this
into their lives was not to organize a Bible Teaching Confer-
enceon “Living by theword”. It wasto allow them to hunger
and to come to the end of their bread of wheat. He now
responded with a Word: “In the morning you shall eat
bread” . There was no farm, no new harvest; no bakeries; no
new changes. But in the morning “manna’ lay round their
camps. “Manna? Manna?’ wastheir question: What isit? The
word “manna’ meant (in their own native tongue), what is
this? No oneknew what it was. Asthey picked it up, roasted,
baked, fried, boiled, pounded it, for their varieties of medls;
they kept asking the question; Manna? Manna? It was noth-
ing but the word that proceeded out of the mouth of God.
This happened every day for forty years, so that this singular
lesson may be carved into their hearts and personalities. This
was God's choice of preparing them for the Promised Land.
It would take a daily waiting to catch “manna’. No one could
keep any of it over night. Y ou were not sure of what to take
tomorrow, unless you would depend on the Word of promise
“in the morning there shall be bread” . It took this rigor-
ous training to learn “Living by the word”. Bible study of
three hours may look great, but | doubt if that isall it requires
to raise a man of faith fit for leadership in God's house.

The Cup and Baptism is what all God's choice men
had to take to step into the place where they stood for God in

their Days. There are certain tests that will come to you, not
because God does not know that you have aneed. He wants
to test whether you will break in the face of such aneed. He
is going to test whether you have developed that spiritual
staminain theface of difficulties. My friend, | will ask you as
Jesus asked them: “Are you able to drink the cup and be
baptized with the baptism? If you say yes, you are able; He
will say, “You will indeed! So follow me.” And | have been
praying that you are not just reading for information. We
must need say, ‘Take me through the cup, take me
through the baptism.”

The Bible said the devil tempted Jesus at all points.
But the joy of my heart is that the same Bible said, “ Jesus
returned in the power of theHoly Ghost.” Anointing does
not become power until you have gone through the wilder-
ness of testing. And from that point, “His fame went ev-
erywhere’. But that Scripture also said, “ But the devil left
Him for a while till another opportunetime.” | must tell
you that the test for spiritual leadership does not come once
and for all. It comesin stages and in grades. So let us note
here: thereis a Cup and thereis a Baptism. All who aspire for
leadership must set themselves ready to partake of these.

Daniel, Samuel, Job, Japheth, Deborah, Esther, and
several others were men and women of like passion as you
are. They did not shun the discipline of the LORD. They
subjected themselves to this cup and this baptism in a mea-
sure. They affected their generations because they were indi-
vidually affected.

Do not let where you stand today in your walk with
God become your destination. There isayonder with God...
aplace where men are cut for spiritual responsibility in God's
service. God only offers this cup and this baptism to those
He loves and desires to use in a definite way. Who is inter-
ested in this matter? Yet, it is not for the sake of posts and
positions at the right hand or the left hand. It isto become an
eligible candidate for spiritual |eadership inthe body of Christ,
for service among His people. Do you long to become amin-
ister of life unto men? Do you desire to be used to drag men
unto the Kingdom of God in their hundreds and thousands,
then bend down and ask for this cup.

Make me a battle-axe,

Kept, Lord in Thy quiver,

Tried, trimmed, sharpened in Thy furnace,

Meet for my Master’s use.
For further study:
(i) THEPRICE, PLIGHT, AND PERILS OF THEANOINTED

- Ghile Akanni
(i) WHAT GOD LOOKS FOR IN HIS VESSEL.
-Ghile Akanni

(iil) SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY -Watchman Nee.
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A story istold of afather who
on his deathbed called his children with
one sole aim of teaching them the force
of togetherness. Heis said to have given
each a dry slender stick to break. Each
broke hig'hers effortlessly. He now gath-
ered many of such sticks together in
small bundles and gave to each to break.
It took more efforts for each to break
though the small bundles of sticks, but
they were broken all the same. Finaly
he gathered all the sticks together in a
big bundle and gave to the strongest of
his children who tried all he could but
could not break the bundle. The old dy-
ing father finally told hischildren theles-
son we must al learn: “even weaklings
bundled together are enough to stand
against any force’.

Di vi ne W sdom

For Team ng
And the Lord God said it is not
good that the man should be
alone: | will make him a help meet
for him.” Gen 2:18.

Our father in Heaven said this
after He had given man the work of
dressing and keeping His garden. It was
Him who discovered that it was not good
for the man to be doing this divine as-
signment alone. This was well before
the fall by which untold weakness was
introduced into man’s life. He was at
this time in God’s image hence perfect
and well able to exercise his dominion
over the creation of God. The idea of

By Terwase

bringing another person to help with a
given divine assignment was neither an
emergency nor a remedia measure to
make up for one's weakness. It is not
necessarily because of your insuffi-

ciency or your inability that you need to
work with othersin the vineyard of our
Father, God. Even if you were perfect,

it would still not be good for you to be
aoneinwhat you are given of God to do.

Distinction should be made of
the nature of the devil, Satan; who aone
heads and runs his system of demonic
government. We are told he was ranked
together with two other archangels, that
is consistent with divine nature, but the
devil bolted out to stand aone.

Have you bolted out of ateam
in which you know God brought you in
to help do Hiswork? Why resemble the
devil? | see this, Gen 2:18, having a
broader sense of a teamwork beyond
marriage of husband and wife. Even
though marriage adsoisateamfor God's
service for those who are born again
into God's own family; God has dem-
onstrated that it is not good for His ser-
vantsto be aonein His service by build-
ing up teams around even those that
were not married.

“...The Holy Ghost said, separate

me Barnabas and Saul for the

work whereunto | have called
them” Acts 13:3.

It is clear from scripture that

Paul never married (1 Cor7:8) and per-

haps Barnabas also (1Cor9: 5-6). Al-
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though God would have Paul be with-
out partnership of awife, yet He would
not leave him without that of ayoke fel-
low. Both Barnabas and Paul were very
anointed individuals yet God would not
alow them to work each on his own.
They were capable of doing it success-
fully if God willed it so. However, God's
will for man is not to be alone in the
work of ministry. Alone, a spice does
not bring out the taste and texture of
God's dough for divine service. We
know that they separated after some-
times, but unto teams; and even at the
end Paul finally discovered his need of
Barnabas' work. The wisdom of the
original divine arrangement for any God-
given service is partnership. Scriptures
are very quiet about Elijah’s marital sta-
tus but not of his ministeria partner.
While He never bothered with marriage,
our Lord Jesus expended much of His
ministerial time and energy on raising
His team.

Check very carefully, who,
however anointed ever ministered alone
in scriptures and succeeded — Samson?
No! Samson failed before he started,
even though gresetly anointed. As soon as

“...The Spirit of the LORD began
to move upon him at Mahaneh
Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol.
Now Samson went down to
Timnah, and saw a woman in
Timnah of the daughters of the
Philistines.” Judges 13:25; 14:1 .
The move of the Spirit of God on



Samson had only begun, not yet
steady with him, and he went
down. The move was yet “at
times’ and from this time he
took a downward trend to his
doom. His going down to what
would kill him wasvery early in
his ministeria life. Remember it
was awoman that finally killed
him. He failed before he began.

Characteri stics
G A Strong Team

A good team must re-
flect the characteristic similar to
the Godhead. The greatest team
is the divine trinity. It is amaz-
ing how this team functions in
another- centeredness, rather
than self-centeredness. This is
the first and most important
characteristic, if a team will
achieve a common vision.

Dr Sid Buzzel et al,
commented that the three per-
sons of the Trinity worked to-
gether in perfect harmony to ac-
complish our salvation as
brought out in Eph 1:3-14.
Studying that scripture and sev-
eral others the work of the Fa-
ther, Son and the Holy Spirit in
sdvation areindividualy distinct
but never complete without the
others. In summary, the Father
initiated our salvation, (v 3-
6) the Son accomplished it
(v7-12) and the Holy Spirit
madeit real in our lives(v13-
14). None of this aspect of sal-
vationisinferior to the other nor
could stand on its own. None
of the persons of the Trinity did
anything with the mind to outplay
the others. Rather, each competed
to portray the other ashaving done
it dl.

“In the beginning God cre-
ated the heavens and the

You are wel cone. This edition marks anot her turni ng poi nt
inthe growth of LIVINGSEED. The full color andthe
ol ossy cover are al|l part of our Father’s further investnent
to make this an endearing bl essing to you and t he Body
of Qrist at |arge.

Qur burden for this editionis to consider the core- courses
of God’s curriculumfor fashi oni ng nen who nust bear
responsi bility in the kingdom As we studied Jesus, we
di scovered that sufferings, trials, and tenptati ons are the
essential ingredientsinthe divine noul ding of nen’ s char-
acter tofit themfor | eadership.

M N STERS COLUWN confronts us with God's wi sdomand
bul wark agai nst the powers of darkness... It is not neces-
sarily the naking of anindividual intoa“mghty |onerang-
ing star”... but the building of ateamof ordi nary nen and
vonen fortifiedby thestrength that unity in Christ supplies.
“I will build My CHURCH and t he gat es of hell shall not
preal...”

BEDROCKS r epackages for us God’s purpose in Christ
Jesus- it is nuch nmore than the heal i ngs of our bodi es or
del i verances fromone l ong | i st of occurrences to the ot her-
rather, it isthewholeof one’slife that is “bent-over” and
needs “STRAI GHTENI NG QUT”. This, God does when we
cone under the hands of Jesus in disci pl eship.

In THE OTHER S| DE OF GOD, several sages bear testinony
to the sovereignty of God i n choosing howto be glorified
inour individual 1ives and situations- He may choose to
deliver frompredi caments i n response to our agoni es and
tears, or better still, nay cal cul atedly ignore our feelings
inorder to bring about a nuch bigger and fruitful divine
purpose- but init all Hs gracew || be avail abl e.

In ADEC SION, Daniel, ayoung nman with rare conbi na-
tionsthat dwarf the CV s of present day yout hs: (Quteness,
poi se, outstanding intelligence, plus aroyal bl ood runni ng
through his veins...) choserather toinherit eternal |ife by
an unbendi ng consecration to his Lord and creator than
t o preoccupy hi nsel f and becone conceited with earthly
epheneral s... What is your decision?

V¢ prayerful |y send these ( and ot hers more) across your
way to assit youonthis race for eternal |ife. Remenber,
this generation is counting on you, the host of Heaven is
wat chi ng, and the Lordis waitingto receive you!

| amyour si ster
Ene Ai deyan
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earth. Now the earth was formless
and empty darkness was over the
surface of the deep and the spirit
of God was hovering over the wa-
tersand God said, let there belight
and there was light.” Gen 1:1-13.
This account of creation would portray
God the father as the creator and Heis.
Even the presence and works of the
Spirit, (v2) and the Word, the Son here
(v3) looks assisting and secondly. Even
in this account the team functioning of
the three persons of the Godhead is
clearly evident. In Ps.104: 30 inthe ac-
count of creation again; it wasasif God

gnce upon o Ume, Samson was the
strongest man on earth-. Mo Philisdne
tauld withstand him. But he worked
with no team and he nised no team.

Then the Phllistines teamet vp
with 0 woman and remgved his
two eyes. And that was the end
ofSamson!

W

n.

wanted usto know that even though He
was the one we saw as creating the cre-
ations, we should know who actually
didit:

“When You send Your Spirit they

are created...”
See God the father leaving us with the
sense that creation was done by the
Spirit. Before we could settle down with
that conclusion the New Testament por-
trays the picture differently again.
John 1:1,3,14-17 leads you to knowing
that the Bible is talking of Jesus Christ,
the only begotten of the father.

“ All thingswere made by him: and

without him was not anything

made.” Johnl: 3.
The picture shifts to the son as the cre-
ator of all things (Col. 1:14-16). Rather
than each trying to underline His own
contribution in creation, it is no prob-
lem to the others for creationsto reveal
as the work of any of the Persons of
the Godhead.

We had noted that individual-
ism in the service of God isinspired by
the devil. He could not work in the team
of the three archangels. This is, how-
ever, the quiet characteristic of severd
ministers in the service of God. Every
thing they do must have their names
boldly printed on it. Should any try to
play down their prominence in awork,
they would rather break away. People
name Christian works after their names
and so register them. What they do must
not be lost into another person. They
must sign every letter they write in the
ministry structure, not because they
want to claim responsibility for any im-
plication but to gain prominence and be
known and heard. We need to check the
spirit behind all the quiet struggles even
to be known and heard by you as an
individual, when you could safely have
done al you are doing under a corpo-
rate name or even the name of your
leader. Y ou fear he will be known while
no one will ever know you are there?

Y ou are certainly aweakening factor of
the team you are working with.

The second characteristic of
good team is that it must have a com-
mon vision to achieve — al members
must find themselves working towards
that one overwhelming vision. One of
the best teamsin the Old Testament was
David' s team. To me it is only second
best to Jesus’ team. One overwhelming
characteristic of David's team we wish
to consider for our learning is the sin-
gular purpose for which those mighty
men were mobilized of the Lord. The
singular purpose was so repeatedly re-
ported of them asif seeing any of these
David's soldiers, you would immedi-
ately read on their faces this one pur-
pose of their pursuit.

“ All these men camein battle ar-
ray to Hebron with the single pur-
pose of making David king...”
1Chro 12:38 (Sudy Group Bible).
The David's team was composed of
many people. Going by thefigures avail-
able they were approximately 340,000
soldiers, even though this is clearly an
under statement since only officers are
numbered of the tribe of Isaachar. The
team was also made of very mighty
warriors who could clearly command a
troop of their own. For example, offic-
ers from the Gad were
“ Expertswith both shield and spear,
Horn-faced men, swift as deer
upon mountains- the weakest was
worth a hundred normal troops
and the greatest was worth a thou-
sand. They crossed the Jordan
River during its seasonal flooding
and conquered the lowlands on
both the east and west banks.”
1Chro 12:8,14,15.
There were some among that army that
withstood the whole army of Philistine
all aone and earned a name. | am not
sure they were just intimidated by
David's fighting skill and were there to
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learn under him asto stand on their own
tomorrow. What made this great army
in number and might to come to be com-
mitted to making David king shows
what must happen to any team for it to
achieve its purpose.

“ They were all eager (anxious) to

see David become king instead of

Your J’pacia/ Iwitation To..

NATIONAL'MEN'S
CONVOCATION

The dewvil loses when i st ians
t eam up against his kingdom

Saul, just as the Lord had prom-

ised.”
To discover that all were eager to make
David king is a witness to the inner
mobilization of each of the team mem-
bers. Nobody was following the persua-
sion of another person. Every member
of thisteam had come to make the mat-
ter of making David the king as a per-
sonal project to be achieved in his
b lifetime. They invested thelr time

\|

and personal resources in this not as a
national project yet, but theirs person-
aly. Each wanted to be a kingmaker.
David did not provide even the food they
ate and what they drank. People from
far away
Isaachar,
Zebulun and
. Naphtali
brought food on
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THE M N STER NG TEAM
(Gonti nue n Page 31)
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“Sral ght ened

Q

By Sade Akanni

“Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues
on the Sabbath. And behold there was a woman
who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and
was bent over and could in no way raise herself up.
But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and
said to her, “ woman, you are loosed from your
infirmity. And He laid His hands on her, and im-
mediately she was made straight, and glorified
God.” Lk13: 10-14.
The above scripture raises certain issues that need to
be drawn out for our edification and admonition so that we
can stand and walk straight with the L ord without any crook-
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edness. It happened on a Sabbath day as Jesus was teaching
in one of the synagogues that He saw an unusual sight. He
saw a woman who was bent over and could in no way raise
herself. She had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years. The
first thing to note in that scripture is that Jesus was not the
first person to ever preach in that synagogue without seeing
that woman.

Jesus Saw Her ...

She must have been aregular member there for people
to know her with that infirmity for eighteen years. Y et preach-
ers preached but never saw her. Some might have seen her,
yet they did not see her. They did not see her situation. Their
eyes of compassion were not opened to see her and be touched
by the feelings of her infirmity. That in itself isan infirmity of
akind in a preacher. Many times we have been given oppor-
tunities to preach. We go, we preach but we often do not
‘see’ the people; we are not touched by the situation of the
people. All we are concerned about is to preach and so we
preach as some one beating the air and wasting punches. We
preach into the air and nothing about the people touches us.
And since nothing in the lives of the people touches our hearts,
nothing from our lives touches them too. “ Deep only calls
to the deep.” It isthe depth of compassion we have for the
people and how much of their situation touches our hearts
that determines how much we could affect the people by the
help of the Holy Spirit. This is a challenge. What is the pur-
pose of preaching if not to touch people’ slives and save them
from their troubles whether physical or spiritual?

Paul says,
“Therefore | run thus: not with uncertainty. Thusl|
fight not as one who beats the air.” 1 Cor 9:26.

It is a waste of grace, a waste of heaven's resources to
preach without a compassionate heart that can see people in
their infirmities and touch them with a heavenly touch. Y€, it
is quite possible to be such a preacher, dry, hard-hearted and
graceless, only concerned about what to gain and not what to
impact on the people. There are preachers who are not touched
by the infirmities of the people but are definitely touched by
the pockets and the cars of the people. As soon asthey mount
the pulpit to preach, what they seeisthe dressing of the people
and any other thing that could show how fat their pockets
are. And so the preacher summons strength and psychol ogy
to cause them to bring out what isin their pockets, not what
is in their hearts. The preacher has power to collect their
offerings but no power to heal them of their infirmities and
set them free from their sins. Brother, sister, man of God, are
you such a preacher? Thisis a great infirmity of akind. It is
a definite blindness of the purpose of God for redemption.
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That is enough a matter to raise a cry to
heaven about. While teaching, Jesus ‘ saw’

that woman. He saw her infirmity. We need
God to touch our eyes afresh so that we
may see people as the Lord sees them, in
their real situation. There is need to pray
for a restoration of spiritual sensitivity of
the pulpit to the true condition in the pew.

She Goul d Not S and
Sral ght

Considering the condition of that
woman, the Bible says, she was bent over
-she was bound together-and could in no
way raise herself up. “Bent over...” by
whom? Certainly by the devil... by a spirit
of infirmity. What awicked spirit! Y ou can
imagine someone bent over like this. Imag-
ine the agony that woman went through ev-
eryday for eighteen years!

There are many people who have
been bent over likethis. Y ou may have been
bound together even physicaly in your body
like this woman. Y ou may have been expe-
riencing stiffnessin neck, your back or even
your legs. Or yours may be other kinds of
physical infirmities that have bent your life
over. You may havelooked for helpin many
guarters. But there is only one touch you
need: a touch from Jesus. If you want to
cry at al, the only cry you need to make is
to the only One who could help you and
release you from that bondage: Jesus Christ
the Lord, the Healer. People who cried out
to Him for a touch received it. Even those
who do not cry out for whatever reason
still received His touch as soon as He saw
them. How | pray you will cry out! And
how | pray you will be in a position where
He will see you and touch you. Y ou do not
have to remain in that situation. You can
receive His touch even now if you are will-
ing, in Jesus Name, Amen.

The woman in this story did not
cry out. We are not told the reason. She
probably had sought for help in many places.
But as she could not find any, she resolved

There are very nany cases
t oday of peopl e who are
“bent over” and are unabl e
to stand strai ght any nore.
Their owninfirmties nay
not be physical ... Sone are
“bent over” because of sins
and despi cabl e habi t s.
Qhers arestrugglingwth
bad characters that have
reduced t hemin t he
househol d of God t o han-
dling neni al things and
have t hus becone unusabl e
to Qd. Andyet others
t her e ar e who ar e bent
doubl e by debts and
cedt... Sill aherstha
tinmdty and fear have
pegged thei r |i ves bel ow
what God has or dai ned f or
themtostepinto. And
therecouldstill beothers
that grief and sorrowhave
nade themunabl e to lift up
their heads.
to takeit as her fate in life. She de-
cided to even keep going to wor-
ship God despite her situation. Her
physical infirmity was not enough
to stop her communion with God.
What a love for God! What a
woman of faith! No matter your
physical infirmity, cry to the Lord

for help. He will hear you. But while the
infirmity lasts, never alow that to weigh
you down and hinder you from fulfilling
your spiritual obligation to worship Him and
serve Him. Just as it happened to this
woman, it could be therethat the L ord would
meet you, see you and touch you.

Theinfirmity of your own life, may,
however not be a physical sickness. It may
be that of sin. Do you discover as a mar-
ried woman that you are quarrelsome and
highly irritable? Any time you are consid-
ered for a higher service in God's work,
there are aways people to give a truly bad
report about your character. And so even
though you are ten or twenty years old in
the Lord, you can only be allowed to touch
menial things, ignoble things in Kingdom
service. That sin is gradually binding and
bending you over so that you cannot raise
yourself up. You need help. Or have you
been bound together by the sin of immoral-
ity? Y ou may be single or married or even a
widow but you commit immorality secretly
and even publicly. Do you find yoursdlf read-
ing immoral books or engaging in immoral
thoughts? Do you practice masturbation or
leshianism, young lady? You know it is
wrong? Y ou might have even prayed about
it but you have not been able to stop it. You
are aready bent over and you could in no
way raise yourself up. Y ou need an urgent
divine intervention lest that sin binds you,
hand and feet, and casts you into hell fire
any moment from now.

Y our own infirmity may be that of
debts. Y ou have become accustomed to bor-
rowing and you are engaged in it so much
that you are neck deep in it. It has started
bringing you into shame already and you
are unable to lift up your head in the soci-
ety; yet you still find yourself continuing to
borrow. Y ou even borrow in order to settle
other debts. When people counsel you to
stop borrowing and be contented with what
you have, you find scriptures to support
your action, and silence them. You are al-
ready bent over and if you do not cry out
to God for help, you will never be able to
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raise your self up. Even your children will suffer
from this infirmity of yours when you die.
Perhaps the infirmity that has bound you
and bent you over so that you are unable to walk
tdl and straight as a child of God is timidity. As
awoman, you know what God is asking you
to do. Y ou know the grace that has been de-
posited in your life as a child of God for the
Body of Christ. Y our husband may even not
be against your usefulnessin Kingdom ser-
vice. But because you are timid, you keep
dodging the inner prompting of the Holy
Spirit every time. Outwardly, it looks like
humility but it is timidity. You are so shy,
so fearful inside that you are becoming un-
available for holy use. Now people have
started packing you aside and are aready
forgetting you. You were meant to grow
tdl in the Body of Christ but timidity is

and you can in no way raise yourself up.
You need help.

Could it be the death of your hus-
band that seems to have bent you over?
Y ou keep sorrowing over thisand your grief
multiplies day after day as if you will never walk straight
again. You might have even experienced a lot of ridicule and
oppression from people so much that you despair ever being
able to raise up yourself and lift up your head again in the
society. Y ou need atouch from the Lord. Instead of sorrow-
ing and giving up, you can cry to Him for help and yield your
life into His hands. You can even do as the woman in this
story did, worshipping and serving God.

You may have been bent over as aresult of barren-
ness and already you are unable to raise up yourself and walk
straight in your husband’ sfamily and even in the society. The
touch you need is not of any man but of the Lord. Or is it
Satan that has bound your head and bent you over? Do you
keep experiencing one demonic attack or the other in your
dreams or even in the physical ream? Y ou need divine help.
Thetouch you need isthat of Jesus, not of herbalists or witch
doctors, not even of any man.

She Vds At The R ght H ace

We are told in that scripture that when Jesus saw
her, He called her to Him... (Vs.12). Whatever is the thing
that has bound you together and bent you over, the important
thing to do is to be where Jesus will see you. If that woman

No motter the condition
of your physical infirmity,
cry to the Lord and He
wlill help you. But while
cutting you short. Y ou areaready bent over (e Infirmity last, continue

to serye the Lord...never
nllow the infirmity to
hinder your obligation to
give the Lord an
unconvitional worshin

had stayed at home on that day, she would have missed
1 her miracle. Y ou must ask God to help you to be at the
right place at the right time. It takes God's help to
achieve that. Blind Bartimeaus was at the right place
on that day when Jesus was passing by and he
received hissight. Zacchaeuswas at the right place
where Jesuswould passthrough; he had the right
attitude and desire. When Jesus got to the place
where he was, He lifted up His eyes and saw
Zacchaeus. Suppose he had stayed away asa
‘big man’ (the chief tax collector) on that
day, he would have missed the deliverance he
needed from his sins and the salvation of his
soul. You must be at the right place at the
right time. Besides that, you must devel op and
havetheright attitude of worship despite your
Situation. Y ou must have an attitude of humil-
ity before God. Do not be too proud to go to
the Lord for help. Your attitude must be that
of expectation, always waiting for the Lord
to act on your behalf. The Lord says,
“But on thisone will | look. On him whois
poor and of a contrite Spirit, and who
trembles at My Word.” Isa 66:2b.

She Cane To Jesus

For Jesus to see you and turn His attention to your
life, you must have the right attitude and be at the right place.
When Jesus saw her, He called her to Him. It was after she
came to Him that Jesus healed her. Ever before you receive
the hedliing or deliverance you need, you need to obey His
cal. Heis dways caling people to Himself .He says:

“ Come to Me all you who labour and are heavy

laden, and | will give you rest.” (Matt 11:28).
“Behold | stand at the door and knock. If any one
hears My voice and opens the door, | will comein
tohim...” Rev.3:20.

Your first need isto cometo Jesus. It isnot healing. It isnot
lifting up your head. It is because you are not really with
Jesus and in Him that the problem, that oppression and that
bondage came into your life. He is calling you to Himself up
till now. Come to Jesus. Yield your life to Him in absolute
surrender. You know what that means. Allow Him to save
you and be the Lord over your life. That will be the end of
that trouble. David said in the book of Psalmsthat the Lord is
hisglory and thelifter up of hishead. He will lift up your head
again. He will straighten you out.

As the woman obeyed that instruction and came to
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Jesus her own part of the matter finished. The Lord Jesus
began to play His own part. You have arole to play in secur-
ing your deliverance. Yet that role is not difficult. It is not
what a man cannot do. Why do you linger? What Jesus will
do in your life is what no man can do. Even you yourself
have not been ableto doit, just as that woman had never been
able to lift herself up. What has hitherto been impossible for
you is what only God can do. And that is what He wants to
do. But in order to secure your agreement for Him to do it,
you must come to Him. Y ou must con-
fess that sin or those sins to Him. You
must humble yourself before Him.
Come to Jesus. Leave the company of
sinners. Leave your shell of unbelief.
That woman left her seat, she left
where she was and cameto Jesus. Y ou
must do the same. Leave ...and come
to Jesus. That iswhat will make Jesus
touch you with alasting touch.

As she cameto Jesus, He said
to her “ woman, you areloosed from
your infirmity”. Thetruthisthat you
are already bound in your situation just
asthat woman was. Y ou cannot |oosen
yourself. Y ou need to beloosed and that

the word of deliverance to the woman:
‘you areloosed from your infirmity.
Y ou aso need aword from Jesus. You
need to hear Him spesk to you theword
that will bring about your deliverance.
“He sent His Word and
healed them, and delivered
them from their destruc-

tions.” Ps107:20.

God does His work by His word. Even to create the
heavens and the earth, He spoke His word. To hea people
and raise the dead, He spoke to them. When the woman with
the issue of blood touched His garment and was made whole,
she wanted to escape quietly. But to perfect the healing, Jesus
sought to make her come to Him. When she did, He spoke to
her.

Y ou need aword from the Lord. It isHisword (The
truth) that will make you free. There are many words written
in the Bible about healing. Yet, you may confess al of them
and you will not be healed. Why? It is because the Lord has
not spoken it to you. There is a word He will particularly
speak to you that will finish your problem. Listen to Him and
receive instruction from His mouth.

V'
@z&;
is what Jesus wants to do. He spoke To heal that woman,
His hands on her... Jesus wants
to Iny His hands on you too- to
stralghten out your liFe. Uatll you
Qare under the hangs of Jesus Iin
o discipleship relntlonship, your
life will never be correct, and
then you will never be vseful

bothtoGod, andtoman!

She Cane Under The
Hands 0 Jesus

The Lord Jesus Christ went a step further. He laid
His hands on her. That means a lot. He may need to use
another brother or sister to place their physical hands on you
and pray for you before you can be made whole. Do not
resist the Lord. Once you come to Jesus, abandon yourself in
His hands. He knows what to do. In this scripture, though, |
am seeing more than a physical laying
on of hands. Jesus wants you to come
under His hands before your life can be
straightened out and your head lifted up.
Y our problem needs more than praying
and casting out devils before you can
be completely free. The Lord wantsyou
to come under His hands, under Histu-
telage and learn from Him. He wants
you to learn His lifestyle. He wants to
fill you with His word. When a demon
is cast out of a man, the Bible says,
“When an unclean spirit goes out of a
man, he goesthrough dry places, seek-
ing rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I
will return to my house from which |
came’. And when he comes, he finds
it swept and put in order. Then he goes
and takes with him seven other spirits
more wicked than himself, and they
enter and dwell there; and thelast state
of that man is worse than the first.”
Lk. 11:24-26 (NKJV).

WHEN Jesus saves, heals or
delivers you, demons are sent packing.
He cleanses you and puts your life in order. There and then
you experience arest. Yet that is not enough. If you stop at
that level, your miracle will not last. Y ou need to come under
His hands. Y ou need to start learning His lifestyle. Y ou need
to start filling your life that has been swept and put in order,
with God’ s word. Our hearts must not be left empty, lest the
devil comes back to you in full force. You need to immedi-
ately start learning His ways. Y ou must come under His hand
and learn of Him. That is discipleship. After recelving His rest
as stated in Matt 11:28-30, the next thing you must do is to
take His yoke upon you and learn of Him. That is what will
make your rest a permanent reality.
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SeQorified Gd

Jesus laid His hands upon her and im-
mediately, she was made straight and glorified
God. You aso shall be made straight as you fol-
low these instructions. Your rugged life, your
crooked path shall be made straight. Y our head
that is bowed down and bent over shal be lifted
up again in JESUS name. But you must also
glorify God with your life hereafter as that
woman did. Some received miracles from the
Lord this way but went to beer palour to cel-
ebrate them. Some just went back to their old
ways of life after being granted rest by the Lord.
That is not the will of God for setting you free
and lifting up your head. It is so that you may
glorify Him. Do not glorify sdf or the devil with it. Your life
must begin to bring glory to the Lord henceforth. Y ou must go
and sin no more. Stand now and begin to live right. You must
boldly turn your back at whatever led you into that condition
that bound you together. Y ou need to take your stand now and
begin to live right.

You myst ciso glodly God with yeor
dellverance, Yow mest mot go badk to
Jant QN MAys and manners- ALing
fr yourself and the warkd sysiem..

“Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and glorify your Fa-
ther in heaven.” Matt 5:16.

Begin to glorify God in your heart, with
your mouth and with your life. Do not be shy
about it. Let the fruit of righteousness fill your
character. That iswhat will bring glory to the Lord.

“By this My Father is glorified that
you bear much fruit...” John 15:8.
Your life must produce godly fruit and a

righteous character henceforth. That woman im-
mediately glorified God. She was not shy about
it. The whole congregation knew that day that
she had become a different woman. Why will you
concea what the Lord has done? Y ou aso, begin
to glorify God as soon as you are made straight. Glorify Him
with your lips; glorify Him with a completely changed char-
acter, agodly lifestyle. That iswhat will make your salvation,
your deliverance and your rest a permanent experience. You
also will soon become an instrument in God's hand to bring
others out of their troubles. Praise the Lord!
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o “'-"-i—-"“'i--ﬂ secular music, I wonder how
you enjoy listening to such
cowrupt woids and obscene
\ sounds.

o
¥
vg

again, hely Tina, cver
miﬁy to condemn and
crucily. You are welcame,

Forgive my rashness,

but [ must tell you the truth,
thix fovm c}!’f1 mus:'jt is not only
{181 table an u.uedﬂymg

buthas a demonic influence
that can defile you...

) Now Listen IS
7 me Tina, even my
father who is a

Reverend Pastor does

Well said, but your parent's
insensitivity iz not an excuse
for compromise. You eught to have

discovered by now that friendship
with the world is enmity with God
(James 4:4). Do not forget the
exhortation in 1)n 2:15 “Love not the
world neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world,
the lave of the father is not in him".
If you will become the vessel of
henour to be used of the Loxd you
must sirender all to Him in
simplicity and purity.
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“It is a fearful thing to fall into
the hands for the living God”
Heb. 10:31.

“For our Godisa consuming fire”’
Heb 12:29

“If it be so, our God whom we serve
isableto deliver usfrom the burn-
ing furnace, and He will deliver
us from thy hands oh king.

BUT IF NOT, be it known unto
thee oh king that we will not serve
thy gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up”.
Daniel 3:17-18

“Knowing thereforethe TERROR
of the Lord we warn men...”
2Cor 5:11

“...Behold the Lamb of God”
John 1:36.

“...The Lion of the tribe of
Judah.” Rev 5:5.

These and several other refer-
ences abound in the word of God to
provethat God is not just what we think,
He is but more than that.

Several years of interactions
with some Christian friends, some new
converts, some very old experienced
Christians, have shown that there is a
popular side of God that most Chris-
tians associate Him with. | have done
that before now. That popular side |
would like to refer to it as the ‘ positive
and the good’ side. There was atime |
thought and also believed that no evil
can happen to a child of God (for ex-
ample things like accident, failurein ex-
aminations, barrenness, poverty, suffer-
ing etc) except those living in sin. |
thought that it was only sin that brings
these upon brethren. But in these my
few years of walking with God the story
is different. God is bigger than what |

thought, He is deeper than | understood,
Heishigher than | knew and wider than
| imagined. Thereisanother side of God
that is not clearly known to many. So |
have quietly drawn this conclusion in
my heart that, any person desiring to
make heaven who does not know this
other side of God, may give up the pur-
suit of God on the way.

Many things happen to Chris-
tians that our human understanding and
reasoning may not justify God: and when
these experiences come we query God
with questions like “how can?’ “Where
was God?’ “What ismy sin?’ (At such
points, you find Christians looking for
what to confess, they may even start
confessing that which they did not com-
mit). They think like | thought, that it
must always be akind of sin that brought
the undesirable experience.

Now | know better. It is not
always so. Thejourney to heavenislong
and diversified. If any man isintending
to make this journey to asuccessful end,
then he must count the cost. Hasit ever
occurred to you why an HIV/AIDSvic-
tim who wasinfected while living in the
world (unbeliever) but during theillness
repented PROPERLY and yet thisillness

defied all prayers? Why isit that a child
of God will make very sincere prayers
before starting a journey, sometimes
even going for or returning from
preaching engagement, and yet have a
ghastly motor accident? Why should
armed robbers have access to a man of
God so much as to attack and some-
times even kill him? Why should chil-
dren of God experience barrenness that
has defied al medical and spiritua ap-
proaches? These are questions that used
to bother me. Now | know better; that
God isjust being God.

One day Peter asked Jesus a
question. He said “Lord we have left
all and followed thee”. Jesusknew that
Peter had not finished asking that ques-
tion, but knowing where Peter was go-
ing, He answered and said “no man
who has left mother, father, lands,
etc will go unrewarded but right in
thisworld, he will have fathers, sis-
ters, lands etc and PERSECUTION” .
Persecutionisstrange onthislist. It does
not fitinat all. We arelooking for bless-
ings, why should we have persecution?
Strangely enough, it was Jesus who said
it. If it were another preacher like Paul,
we may say it is wrong doctrine. But
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God had said concerning Jesus in LK
9:35, “This is my beloved son in
whom | am well pleased, HEAR YE
HIM”. Dear friend, did you hear that?
Why should that which we expect to
bless be prophesying persecution, suf-
fering and hardship for us? And heaven
did not query that doctrine, instead we
are told to give attention to this truth,
“hear Him". Brother, has your relation
ever fallen sick and you prayed and
fasted while the illness grew worse and
ended in death like it happened to king
Davidin2Sam 12:15-19?Y ou may want
to explain that this child was the prod-
uct of adultery but what about your re-
lation?

Let us consider the case of
Daniel and his friends in the scripture
quoted above. It wasthe service of King
of kingsthat would not alow Daniel and
his friends to compromise their faith to
the image that was set up. Daniel and
his friends seemed to know this God
deeper than us; they understood him
more, they knew him better; they knew
the other side of God. When they were
threatened with death, they made are-
solve. They told king Nebuchadnezzar
to his face that this God that they serve
is al- powerful. Just as He has power
to deliver from fire, He has power aso
to allow fireto consume. They said that
the God whom they served was able to
deliver them and He would, BUT IF
NOT... Danidl knew that, there is an ‘if
not” with the God they served. Thisisthe
complete knowledge of God. Thisis that
other side that | intend to discuss here.

Brother, | know that you know
God to some extent. You may have
known only one side of Him, the popu-
lar, positive and blessed side. You may
have known Him only as the water of
life; you do not know Him as the CON-
SUMING FIRE. You may have known
Him as the gentle Lamb only; you need
to dso know Him asthe Lion of thetribe
of Judah. Do you only know Him asthe

loving Jesus? Let me also announce to
you that Heis TERRIBLE.

Y ou need to know also that the
same God who blesses, promises per-
secution and suffering.

“For even hereunto were ye called:
because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that ye
should follow his steps.”

1 Peter 2:21.

You wake up every morning
claiming all the blessing and prosperity
that you know about but never claiming
a single suffering, a perfect example
which Christ |eft for usto follow in his
steps. Y our Christian experienceremains
shallow until you know this other side
of God.

While there are records of men
who walked with God so well that He
caled them friends, Abraham for ex-
ample, yet, He is aterror, an angry lion
when He notices evil. Hisfaceisagainst
them that do evil. God is afriend of the
righteous man but a terror to the evil
worker. How are you preparing to meet
this God? If you walk in righteousness,
you are sure to meet him as the gentle
lamb whose blood washed away your
sins and qualified you into His presence
and brought your name in the Lamb’'s
book of life; but if you persist in secret
sins then be ready to meet a Terror; He
is aconsuming fire.

When Daniel knew that there
was an ‘if not’ with his God, he made
up hismind not to fear the fiery furnace
nor the lions' den. He knew that if he
did not die a glorious death, he would
die a shameful one. He knew that one-
sided knowledge of God was not suffi-
cient for this great journey to eternity.

| hear some sisters saying to
this my al-round God, ‘if He does not
give me a husband next year, | will
backside’. To whose disadvantage?
When you backdlide, you only depopu-
late heaven and populate hell. Daniel
knew that he needed the balanced
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knowledge of God to go to heaven. How
many ignorant brethren have fallen by
the way side because they met some “if
nots’ on their journeys to heaven? Be
ready for more of such experiences. This
is acore course for every child of God.
“And Asa cried out to the LORD
his God, and said, LORD, it is
nothing for You to help, whether
with many or with those who have
no power; help us, O LORD our
God, for we rest on You, and in
Your name we go against thismul-
titude. O LORD, You are our God;
do not let man prevail against You.
So the LORD struck the Ethiopi-
ansbefore Asa and Judah, and the
Ethiopians fled.
Then Asa brought silver and gold
from the treasuries of the house
of the LORD and of the king's
house, and sent to Ben-Hadad
king of Syria, who dwelt in Dam-
ascus, saying, “ Let therebeatreaty
between you and me, as there was
between my father and your fa-
ther. Here, | have sent you silver
and gold; come, break your treaty
with Baasha king of Israel, so that
he will withdraw from me. And at
that time Hanani the seer came to
Asa king of Judah, and said to
him: “Because you have relied on
the king of Syria, and have not
relied on the LORD your God,
therefore the army of the king of
Syria has escaped from your hand.
Then Asa was angry with the seer,
and put himin prison, for he was
enraged at him because of this.
And Asa oppressed some of the
people at that time.
And in the thirty-ninth year of his
reign, Asa became diseased in his
feet, and his malady was severe;
yet in his disease he did not seek
the LORD, but the physicians.
So Asarested with hisfathers; hedied
in the forty-first year of hisreign.”
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2 Chr. 14:11,12; 16:2, 3, 7, 10, 12,13.
King Asa sencounter with God
was first on this popular side of bless-
ing. God gave him victories in battles,
gave him riches, made him popular and
gave him a name. But then he decided
to misbehave; his possessions dispos-
sessed him of God. He began to depend
on his money to make a way for him-
self. He provoked God to anger, and
defied al warnings. Then he met a ter-
rible angry Lion. God will be as gentle
as alamb with you until you touch sin.
He will immediately change His gentility
to hostility. Do you know this side of
God?
“For thekingdom of heaven islike
a man traveling to a far country,
who called his own servants and
delivered his goods to them.
And to one he gave five talents, to
another two, and to another one,
to each according to his own abil-

ity; and immediately he went on a
journey.

Then hewho had received thefive
talentswent and traded with them,
and made another five talents.
And likewise he who had received
two gained two more also.

But he who had received one went
and dug in the ground, and hid
hislord’s money.

After a long time the lord of
those servants came and settled ac-
counts with them.

So he who had received five talents
came and brought five other talents,
saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me
five talents; look, | have gained five
moretalentsbesides them.’

His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant; you
were faithful over a few things, |
will makeyou ruler over manythings.
Enter into the joy of your lord.

He also who had received two tal-
ents came and said, ‘Lord, you
delivered to me two talents; look, |

have gained two more talents be-
sides them.’
His lord said to him, ‘“Well done,
good and faithful servant; you
have been faithful over a few
things, | will make you ruler over
many things. Enter into the joy of
your lord.’
Then hewho had received the one
talent came and said, ‘Lord, | knew
you to be a hard man, reaping
whereyou have not sown, and gath-
ering where you have not scattered
seed.
And | wasafraid, and went and hid
your talent in the ground. Look,
there you have what is yours.’
But his lord answered and said to
him, * You wicked and lazy servant,
you knew that | reap where | have
not sown, and gather wherel have
not scattered seed.
So you ought to have deposited my
money with the bankers, and at my
coming | would have received back
my own with interest.
Thereforetakethetalent from him,
and giveit to him who hasten tal-
ents.
For to everyonewho has, morewill
be given, and he will have abun-
dance; but from him who does not
have, even what he has will be
taken away.
And cast the unprofitable servant
into the outer darkness. There will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Matt 25:14-30.
Thisisthe story of the three servants of
the king. The first two who did what
the master wanted met a gentle smiling
Lamb, but that lazy one, who only
wasted the master’s resources — this
waste is not that he used it on himself,
but that he did not make profit, was the
capital offence- met a terrible master.
God has not left you without a talent.
Woaste here does not imply loss of capi-
tal. He brought back the capital intact.

But for not making profit he saw the
other side of the Master. What are you
doing with the talent in your hands?

Danid said “... ‘If not’ | will
not serveyour image”. Daniel meant that
his serving God was not conditional, his
serving God did not depend on if God
would supply al his needs according to
Hisrichesin Christ Jesus. He meant that
whatever happened he had chosen
heaven and would not exchange it for
any thing; not even hislife.

“And Jacob vowed a vow saying,
if God will be with me and keep
me in this way that | go, and will
give me bread to eat and raiment
to put on, so that | come again to
my father’s house in peace; then
shall the Lord be my God.”
Gen 28:20.
This Elder aso at this time knew only
the God of Daniel 3:17-the ddiverer,
he did not know the *“but if not” of verse
18. His knowledge was not balanced
then. In hisignorance he even gave God
conditionsif he must serve Him. He be-
gan his relationship with God on “IF’
whereas Daniel began with “but if not”
—that no matter what happened, hewas
going to continue with God and would
not compromise. Jacob’ s bargains were
bread (food), raiment (clothes) and jour-
ney mercies (safety).

Dear friend, | do not know
what conditions you have quietly set in
your heart asyour basisfor serving God.
The Lord could give you al these and
even more, but He may also in Hiswis-
dom choose not to give you any of these
and He will till be God.

Let us take a critical look at
Jacob’s list of conditionality. Is it food
that would separate you from knowing
and following hard after this God?“Man
shall not live by bread alone but by
every word of God.” May be you have
judged God as afailure and have started
working out your own ways of sustain-
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ing yourself. You have possibly gone
even to Egypt to fend for yourself, or
you are just considering taking this dan-
gerous step to Egypt. God said to | saac,
go not down to Egypt, sow in Geraand
you would reap. When |saac obeyed,
he met God' s blessing. But much more
than that | wish you could ask help from
God to follow on even if you sowed and
did not reap.

Do you remember Elimelech,
the husband of Naomi? Famine drove
them from the land of God, Bethlehem
of Judah into Moab, aland that itsfoun-
dation was built on avery terrible forni-
cation. Father fornicating with daugh-
ter, the kind that even non-church goers
abhor. Isthat a place for achild of God
to go for help? | do not know your
peculiar experiences. | pray that you do
not behave like Jacob who would only
come to God on his own terms.

His second condition was rai-
ment. Even if Jacob could not do with-
out food, he should be able to do with-
out clothes. Sisters, are you like Jacob
who cannot serve God because you lack
changes of raiment? This only proves
you are not a serious minded follower
of Christ. What can you not |leave be-
hind in order to go with the Master?
When you are experiencing this kind of
situation, God may only be introducing
you to the other side of Him. Y our soul
is more precious than raiment. | wish
you could come to the point where you
can make abold declaration like brother
Paul the Apostle that ‘ nothing can sepa-
rate me from the love of Christ’.
Whereas for Jacob food, raiment, and
insecurity, attacks etc can separate him
from Christ, for Paul nothing. Are they
going to different heavens?

Paul the Apostle gave along list
of the sufferings that he went through.
In summary he described them as
LIGHT affliction. Now see the details
of what Paul caled light affliction:

“From the Jews five times | re-

ceived forty stripes minus one.
Threetimes| was beaten with rods,
oncel was stoned; threetimes| was
shipwrecked; a night and a day |
have been in the deep;
In journeys often, in perils of wa-
ters, in perils of robbers, in perils
of my own countrymen, in perils
of the Gentiles, in perilsin thecity,
in perilsin the wilderness, in per-
ilsin thesea, in perilsamong false
brethren;
In weariness and toil, in deepless
ness often, in hunger and thirst,
in fastings often, in cold and na-
kedness.” 2 Cor 11:24-27.
“For our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, is working for
us a far more exceeding and eter-
nal weight of glory”. 2 Cor 4:17.
Dear friends, would you refer to this
long list of troubles aslight affliction? If
not, what then did Paul see as to regard
the whole of these troubles as nothing
to disturb his journey with God? Paul
did not charge God with wrong for al-
lowing him to go through any of these
long lists of troubles. He simply knew
that this is the other side of God. Do
you supposethat Paul, the Apostle, went
through al of these because of hissin?
Hethat blesses also said we would have
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persecution as a necessary addition to
our blessings on this journey.
Those who came into faith only to col-
lect the goodness and mercy at the end
of every fellowship and nothing istaught
about the other side, may not go far on
thisjourney. They may backdidelikethe
children of Israel who were too much
in ahurry to get to the land of milk and
honey. While God had it in His mind to
give them aland flowing with milk and
honey, the same God aso took them
through a long road full of al kinds of
experiences. They got to some points
on this journey and there was no water
to drink, at other times there was no
food and they cried and sent their hearts
back to Egypt. The same God would
give milk and honey; He may adso at
other times withhold these and instead
cause severe thirst and hunger. Jesus
then said,

“which of you intending to build

a tower sitteth not down first and

counteth the cost whether he have

sufficient to finish it?”

Lk. 14:28.

While you are thinking of mak-
ing ajourney to heaven, Jesus earnest
adviceto you isto sit down FIRST and
think. This journey is not cheap. It has
a price attached to it. In this case the
price is the understanding of the other
side of God. If you lack this understand-
ing, you may meet too many dangerous
surprises on the way. Sometimes you
see this God whom you serve, blessing
another Christian whom according to
your rating is not even doing too well,
while you who keep night vigilsand hold
crusades here and there may seem to
be forgotten. Yet, God is God, and His
thoughts are much higher than ours. He
has many ways of dealing with His chil-
dren. He has two sides. Get ready, pray
hard and equip your heart for this expe-
rience. If you have narrowed God in
your heart before, make adjustment for
the other side of God.
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Uhbel 1 ef — An BEvil Qover

“But Hesaiduntothem ‘why areyousofearful ? Howisit that you have no fai th? ” Mrk 4: 40.
Unbel i ef casts a darkness of bl anket on ny soul. It draws and si phons fromny heart t he
promses. It erectsartificial hurdl es and abstractions onny path... it shouts at ne “yours wth
@d i s finished. H has abandoned you. You can not see H's face again”. .

Uhbel i ef nelts the heart and denobi | i zes ne fromri sing to the chal | enge of steppingintony
call. It nakes t he pl ace of conmuni on a dread. . .

It sponsors dryness and drought intothe soul; it threatenswthinmmnent failure. Unbelief
nakes vi si on bl urred and nakes the heart shrink unto certai n narrowness. .. unbel i ef nakes a
nanto noveincircles... noving round and round t he sane i nagi nary nount ai ns. Unbel i ef
nakes a highnountain of alittle nound. It enphasi zes t he hei ght of the “Gliath’ as gi ants and
reducesthegraceand gift of Gdinanan' slifetothe size of a*“grasshopper”...

Wereas Faith sees giants as nere bread! Faith sees @dasthe Gdof all, wichHactua lyis.
It concei ves great visionfor invisibleday...

Lhbel i ef focuses on feelings andsights! It nakes Gd, what to befelt, rather than the constant,
everl asting personal ity who i s ommi present and onmi potent... Uhbelief isthetyrant that ties your
soul downunto utter inpotence! It threatens ny every stepw th gloom It brings before ny eyes,
those casualties ontheway; it re-echoes inny ears the |l anentati ons of wounded ones. It | owners
and t unes of f the songs of feebl e nen|ike ne, who through faith have overcone; it exaggerat es
t he nagni t udes of ny hel pl essness whi | e obscuring the strength, whichis mnein Crist.

Unbel i ef comes to ne again and again, inny pilgrimage. Just when | have cone t hrough a
battle, it comes again, tosit ne downinacorner of depression! Wen | thought | wll never
have to doubt ny Father’ s | ove, unbelief conesinquietly... wth questions, upon questions.. .
why? Howwi | | it be? Wen and where wi || you get thi s? Wio and who wi | | st and by you? ..
Uhbel ief wll not allownerecall the past nercies and mracles... it wll bluff off all ny
reviews of G@d sfaithfulnessintines past...

Anan that cannot renenber his history wll not | ocate his present position and cannot see
directionfor hisfuture. Hefinds hinsel f inavacuum battered here and there wth t he w nds of
doubt anduncertainty... inthisliesthestrengthof unbelief. It nakes ne forget thehistory of GQd s
deal i ngs and casts a nant| e of darkness on ny hope for the daystocone... all, just todragneinto
despai r and depressi on! Uhbelief isthetool inthe hand of Satan, thedevil. Hsmnistryisto cover
and nake the gl ory of Gd unseento saints... He nakes ne feel ny Father is no nore there.

Lhbel ief wll not al l owGdd do great works for ananandinanan. It wll hinder the Soirit of grace
frombreakingforth... it isthenet that traps nenwho ot herw se woul d have been great for God. . .
Uhbel i ef crippl es and nakes a nan bent over, not abletolift uphinself...unbelief isevil! It islike
spittingonthe Father’ s face. It prol ongs a 40-days journey and nakes it 40-dry years. .. unbel i ef
andrebel lions arefriends! Sonetinesit offersit self asthereasonfor rel uctance to obey!

OLord; | haveseenthefiery dart of theenenyainedat ny soul. It isthefiery dart of unbelief...
Gant nethisday, theshieldof faithtoquenchit asit cones...| feel thetenderness of ny soul . Bvery
dart inflicts ableedingwund. | need ashieldtoday! It seekstoisolate ne! It seeks to obsess ne
w th seeming probl em It consunes val uabl e ti ne fromne.

It nakes ne bear about a di squi et heart under ny breast... it punches ny j oy and nakes ne dreary. . .
h Lord, ny heart slips back so easily unto unbelief. | nperceptibleunbelief robsny soul of its
cam Awxiety about anything (evenif it be G@d swork) isareflectionof unbelief. It only wastes

ne asmy...
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As an undergraduate | used to watch from afar a
Theatre Artist not with a special admiration though, she loved
towear aT-shirt with aninscription BRAIN PLUSBEAUTY .
She normally felt very good in it but what drew my attention
to her was that a combination of beauty and intelligence was
enough to keep Jesus away from her. The story of Dani€l has
never stopped being interesting and challenging to me. The
Bible spoke of him as ayoung man who met the qudification
of king Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and was admitted
into the King's Royal College. And the king's order was:
“...To bring to the palace some of the young men
of Judah’s royal family and other noble families,
who had been brought to Babylon as captives. Se-
lect only strong, healthy, and good looking young
men. Make surethey arewell versedin every branch
of learning, are gifted with knowledge and good
sense, and have the poise needed to serve in the
royal palace...” Dan. 1:3-4 NLT.
According to the order, the criteria, which Daniel met, were
ayoung man from aroyal family, very good looking, intelli-
gent, and with a good poise. You will agree with me that he
was a boy with a rare combination. Any young boy or girl
who finds himself or herself with just one or two of these
gualities belongsto aclass. A high class and he or she moves
with such an air of importance that says, “mind how you
handle me”, that you must be careful how you handle him
or her. This air of importance is extended to God, the creator
of al. The gift He has given us has made Him too small to
deserve our honor. The question the Bible asks is:
“What do you have that you did not receive?’ 1 Cor4: 7b.
Can you please stop for awhile to think about what you have
that you did not receive from none other than the Lord? So
what have you been doing with Jesus? For most of the prob-
lem is not that you have not taken a step to receive Jesus, in

fact you have, but the few gifts the Lord bestowed on your
life have become the blockage to your total surrender to Jesus.
But Daniel was different, and God is lifting him for you to
see, so that we will not be ignorant or have any excuse to
give for withholding our lives from Jesus having a full con-
trol. Right from the initial stage of the chapter 1 of hislife the
scripture records;

“But Daniel made up his mind not to defile him-

self by eating the food and wine given them by the

king...” Dan 1:8 NLT.

Fam | y Background

Right early in His life Daniel had taken a decision to
keep himself for the Lord. If it's in our days we will say he
was born again. He did not stop at that but took a step for-
ward not to defile himself even though he was faced with a
difficult situation, yet a captive, a handsome and intelligent
boy. As a captive, the fear of the master’s fury was enough
to make him bow his head in compromise. As a handsome
and intelligent boy he would have sought to impress every
body around rather than stand his ground of righteousness
and be brought to shame. He threw all these seemingly genu-
ine reasons abroad and preferred to honour the Lord. He has
left a mark for us to follow. Several reasons the devil makes
us to consider which have left us victims of spiritual failures
come because you have not yet taken a decision, your mind
is not yet made up to “Live for Him who died and rose
again for you.” But now it'snot too late. A decision now can
save the impending failures of tomorrow. What to do as you
take a decision now is to sit down to carefully check what
are those things you have that make it difficult for you to
obey God wherever you are. Could it be the consideration to
live up to afamily nameisavery possible reason that you are
not able to submit your self to the truth of the word of God
that the spirit of God gives you a special privilege to hear and
learn. As you take a step of obedience your heart shouts you
down, asking what do you expect people will think about you
as you take this foolish step? People around you, show care
and concern, call you aside and try speaking sense into your
head. They warn you do not follow this poor, confused and
frustrated so called born again. Your parents also shout at
your behaviour that is bringing disgrace to your family. All
these might make you to draw back. But remember that even
Jesus when he decided to take the cross and told it to His
disciples, Peter did call him aside, out of concern and love, to
warn Him against such a dangerous step He was going to
take. But Jesus told him

“ Get behind me, Satan! You are an offence to me.
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For you are not mindful of the
things of God, but the things of
men.” Matt. 16:23(NKJV ).
The care that emanates from the consider-
ation of the things of men is not sponsored
to you by the Spirit of God. And every
friendship with the world or the things of
men places you at enmity against God. So |
you have no excuse for your flamboyant
lifestyle, lack of humility and submissive-
ness just because you want to please your
family. Moses had afamily nameto livefor,
a throne to guard jealously and occupy in
due time. But he
“Choose rather to suffer affliction with the people
of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,
esteeming thereproach of Christ greater richesthan
thetreasuresin Egypt, for helooked to thereward.”
Heb 11:25-26.
May bethereisno reward that you are seeing with the eye of
faith and expecting to receive on that great day, that is why
the treasures of this world are holding sway on your heart
and you cannot take a bold stand for Jesus. Note the scrip-
ture says, “Not many nobles are called...” (1Cor. 1:26),
yet it does not mean that men and women with noble back-
ground are not called. It is just that they are not many. So if
you have had the rare privilege of hearing a heavenly call why
delay? Your refusa to heed the call of God unto missions
because your mother cried that you would bring disgrace to
the family is not genuine. Suppose you died after graduation,
would it not have been a greater disgrace? Why live to bring
disgrace to the name of Christ and graceto your family name?
It's not worth it.

God- | ooks

How often people have expressed surprise and dis-
appointment that you abeautiful girl or handsome young man
belong to that born again group. This disappointment of the
world has led to modernization of Christian standard. Chil-
dren who have once received the “right to become children
of God”, have lost that right because they sought to lower
that standard to gain approval and acceptance by men. Jesus
says of hypocrites who seek men’s approval;

“...Asauredly, | saytoyou, they havetheir reward...”
Why waste your time receiving reward from men, to where
will you take their reward? It would be foolish to allow the
good gift of good looks, beauty or handsomeness, which the
Lord graciously bestowed on you to be a reason for you to
stray away from your savior and Lord. Women like Sarah

ARE

YOU JUST
BEAUTY
PLUS BRAIN
«. BUT NO
JESUS

and Rebecca, and Esther, the Bible spe-
cifically noted that they were beautiful.
Yet their beauty did not give them area-
son to dishonor God. Rather they gave
God his rightful place in their lives and
became submissiveto al around them. So
what are you doing with your good looks
to bring glory to God? Have you made up
m your mind not to defile yourself by eating
(making use of) the meat of this world;
whatever be their names: call it make —
up and make down, half-naked dressing,
. yielding your bodies asinstruments of for-
nication or adultery, to pass exams or get ajob or promotion?
Have you taken such a decision? The daughters and sons of
Satan are using their good looks to make several ready for
externa punishment in hell. What profit is yours bringing to
the kingdom of God? For fear of loosing face do you keep
quiet and alow that unbelieving man to kiss you, or fondle
with you. Do you keep silent when that adulterous woman is
making eye for you to lie with her? Why don’t you speak like
Joseph did to Potiphar’s wife?
“ How can | dothisgreat wickedness, and sin against
God.” Gen. 39:9b.
Why will you not speak out and say, “I am a child of God |
cannot afford to condescend to thislevel of filth and sin againgt
my Father.” Why do you keep quiet to save your face until
you lose your hirthright? The devil has had enough victories,
take a decision today before the Lord and plead with Him for
mercy upon your life. He will certainly pardon and receive
you. He will much more show you the true beauty: His word
says:
“ Let your beauty be the hidden person of the heart,
the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit,
which isvery preciousin thesight of God”. 1 Pet 3:4.
God will take timeto teach you by His spirit the way into it as
He sees your sincere readiness to please Him with your life.

Intelligence

Ability to reason rightly and analyze things well is
another possession that could dispossess some young men
and women of heavenly inheritance. Whenever the truth of
God' sword comes during Bible studies or persond quiet times,
our intelligence wakes up to analyze and put in perspective
what we hear such that the spirit of the word is lost and an
opportunity to possess the life of Christis lost.

God gave whatever intelligence you have to profit
your life. He did not give it so that it can kill you, but rather
that the glory of God might burst forth out of it and men will
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see it and give praise to God. Have you alowed praise to
God? Daniel did, king Nebuchadnezer a heathen king wor-
shiped God, because of Daniel’ sintelligence. Has yours puffed
you up to become so proud that you consider it a shame or
being a “Jew boy” to follow the instructions of God? Have
you become so intelligent that the word of God cannot ben-
efit your life because you will argue about every truth that
you are taught until the spirit of God passes you by? Paul was
such an intelligent young man before his conversion; hismind
was so sharp he could manipulate the existing laws of the
land to cut off the heads of those who called on the name of
the Lord Jesus. To obtain permit to travel around and deal
with (persecute) Christians every-
where they ran to hide. But when
God's mercy appeared to him, he
bowed and could only ask:

“My Lord what would you

want me to do? Acts 9:6.
From then onward hisintelligence was
laid down at the feet of Jesus. You
have been taught to die to yourself, to
deny yourself and pick-up your cross
tofollow Jesus, but your reasoning has
denied you enjoying this truth ever
since, will you lay it at the feet of the
Lord and decide to follow him any-
how and anywhere he leads you? Do
not delay.

Pol se

The boldness and ability to face anybody or crowd
may be another thorn that might choke a Christian to death.
You know you possess that quiet confidence and dignity to
stand before people to speak. What a treasure to face every-
one around you with the gospel of repentance. To pray for
anybody anywhere. Daniel used his poise when king
Nebuchadnezer rose to kill together with their families, these
wise men that could not interpret his dream, to deliver al
those men from death as he confidently approached the king.
Do not let this gift God has bestowed on you to be spent only
on political rallies, only for entertainment and for other frivo-
lous activities that have not eternal consequences.

Gptivity

Daniel was in captivity despite al these good quali-
ties of his. Yet this was a strong factor, which could have
stifled his faith, and snuffed out &l the standard of life God
had taught him before now. But Daniel had made up hismind
not to defile himsalf.

N

Daiel was a young man of rare combination, Born of a royal
[amily, good laokirg, very inzell:gent. znd with 2 good poise,
But much mcre than all }ese, Daniel's commitment to the
kingdo:: ol Goc and it's righteousness was unequaled...
It would bz [oolish dear young man to allow your good looks
and other zifts waich the Lord graciously bestowed on you to
be the reason for sejecting your Lord and Saviour!

He smply took courage and approached the chief
Eunuch with his request. God backed him up and he was
able to maintain his standard and integrity before God. Y ours
may simply bethat you do not have the privilege most people
around you do. This has become a limiting factor for your
spiritual growth, as you cannot arise with boldness to obey
the truth of God’s word that you have been taught. Fear of
being an outcast has overwhelmed you and you have hidden
your standard of Christian life. Beforelong you discover that
you have quenched the till, small voice of the Holy Spiritin
your heart and you are getting along well with the crowd.
You are unfortunate. God warns that none of us should be-
come profane like Esau who
for one morsel of food sold
hishirthright and was rejected
by God. (Heb.12: 16-17).

When you quietly
started abandoning your quiet
times with God, for fear that
your roommates will mock at
you. You endured the stench
I | of cigarette smoking and
strong drinks so as to feel a
sense of belonging with
friends, you never planned to
become asmoker like them but
what has happened now? Y ou
arevigting their girlfriendsand
boyfriends with them; you did
not dream that lust would swallow you up to the extent of
keeping sin partners called a civilized name of boyfriend/
girlfriend. But today you have committed sin not once or
twicewith them. “A littleleaven leavensthewhole lump.”
You have forgotten this. But the Lord is calling on you to
arise from this point.

Beauty, intelligence and noble background are not
tickets to take you outside the will of God. Every good and
perfect gift comes from God and He givesit to achieve His
pleasure for your life. Do not frustrate this purpose. All you
are, and have must bring profit unto the kingdom of God if
your life will have a sense of fulfillment. If your life has
aready strayed in disobedience and lacks submissiveness to
His will, God has lifted Daniel’s life for you and | to learn
from and be corrected, do not fail to heed this challenge.
God wants your life like His to bring blessings to severa
others who are less privileged to learn what you are
opportuned to be exposed to. As you surrender, the Lord
will help you to keep step with His ways.
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Nn stering

Hfedivdy

God’ smajor instrument for affecting men (apart from
thelife of the minister) still remainsHisword. Thisinevitably
introduces two dimensions of labour that whosoever iscalled
of God must pursue in order to make a foolproof of his call-
ing. First, the minister by definite life experiences must know
the Word (as we studied in the last edition), and secondly
must be able to minister the Word effectively. This second
part, we will here study under two broad sections: (A) Re-
ceiving the Word, and (B) Imparting the Word.

Recel vi ng t he Vdrd

As ministers of God's Word, we have the need of re-
celving divine oracles each time we stand on the pulpit to
confront men. This need leads many unto much study, rigor-
ous researches; many of us maintain fat libraries of books
and great sermons of great preachers forgone. Some claim
messages of other men and just deliver as a parcel... Satur-
day nights and early Sunday mornings are usually tedious for
severa pastors and teachers as they approach the “D-day
and the T-time" of sermons delivery.

Many of us have several experiencesin this... Homi-
leticsand “ making of asermon” areinevitable coursesin theo-
logical ingtitutions... we need to bow before the Lord again at
this moment; to the Great Teacher of al times; the Great
Pastor and Bishop of our souls, who taught men continu-
ously without break for three days “as one having authority
and not as the scribes” - even Jesus Christ, the pattern Ser-
vant and Minister - to show us what we need to do to touch
and receive divine bread from the table of presence, to break
before the hungry multitude sitting eagerly on bare grass...

Looking for these grasses to turn to grace and their
wobbling knees strengthened to run the heavenly race. They
come eagerly to hear the “Word of the Lord” and the “Word
from the Lord” each time ... may we not just turn them away
to go fend for themselves in the towns and cities of worldli-
ness because “we ourselves are here in a desert place” desti-

THE WORD

tute of fresh, divine, potent and fiery unction from above. As
we consider few things here, | implore you to pray and ook
up unto God for an impartation of divine wisdom on your life
in Jesus name.

1. REVELATI ON KNOW.EDGE
i. What is revelational knowledge? How does it differ from
native, cumulative experiential knowledge? Gal 1:11-12

ii. Describe briefly in what various forms you have encoun-
tered a revelation of God's Word before.

A revelation of God's Word is like the breaking forth
of the eggshell, that the live chick may emerge and fly out. It
is like cracking the hard shells of the Bible letters, so that
inner yoke, fresh and powerful may come forth, into our
spirits. It is seeing into what is normally hidden away from
the ordinary casual reader.

iii. What isits nature? What must welook for in any revelationa
knowledge of God's Word, in order to rely on it?

BALANCE; WHOLESOMENESS;

CONFORMITY WITH THE WHOLE

PURPOSE AND COUNSEL OF SCRIPTURE;

RELEVANT APPLICABILITY;

GOD’S GLORIFICATION,;

EDIFICATION OF BELIEVERS.

“...alight (an insight; an opened eye) that shineth

in a dark place, until the day is dawn, and the day

star arisein your heart.” 2 Peter1:19-21.

Every true revelation of God’'sWord must impart Christ

and conform us to the same image of Christ our Lord in a
continuous, growing manner.

2. FINDI NG THE WORD FOR M NI STRY
Jer.15:16, Prov. 4:20-22.

i. We must seek the Word out of &l the volumes of contrast-

ing scriptures. Mark 4:21-25.

The scriptures have been used (by God) to preserve,
conserve and keep His Word, such that it does not spill and
splash here and there, and thereby get wasted. God Himself
is willing to make manifest His Word unto us:
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What did you discover in Mark 4:22-25 and Isa 28:9-10?

ii. Ask, seek, and knock on each Scripture you encoun-
ter, in prayer until the inner yoke breaks forth unto you. Luke
11:9-13.

iii. Turninward to the Teacher and Revealer within- the Holy
Spirit. 1John2: 27, In14:22b, 16:13, 1Cor2:10-14, 2 Cor3:15-18.

This turning must be moment by moment. True rev-
elation can only be kept in and with the spirit. Just like the
snail withdraws into its own shell once the atmosphere is not
familiar and conducive, so the Word withdraws back into
the shell onceit is taken out of the spirit - realm.

iv. Trap the Word with your candle (spirit) and blow on it
until it becomes aglow with flames unguenchable.
Prov.20: 27, 4:20-26, 22:1-7.
(a) Meditate on it gathering all your thoughts around
it, until your whole soul is overwhelmed and aflame.
Reserve your thoughts aways for the Word to fly
upon. Matt.6: 19, 25; Phil.4: 6-9.
(b) Put it into action: practice it before preaching it.
Acts 1.1, Lukel:1-4; 1John 1:1-2.
(c) Make notes and build persona dtarsaround God's
Word and dealing with you.
Gen.14:18, 1 Sam.7: 12, Heb2: 2.
We need to come again and again to the Lord for the
revelation of His Word, so our barn may be full of bread and
our quiver full of arrows. Read Matt13: 52.

| nparti ng The WZRD

The essence of being aminister of the WORD is actu-
ally to serve men with the divine oracles, and administer it (as
a nurse does the drugs to the patients) until it produces de-
sired heavenly result in their lives.

A ministry of the WORD cannot be said to be “fait - a
compli” until it has brought a change in lives, a build -up in
character and conformity to the image of the Master Jesus.
In this aspect, we shall explore practical ways of holding
forth God’ sWord to men either asindividuals or in congrega-
tions for effectiveness. May the LORD grant each of us His
counsel in Jesus' Name (Amen).

1. UNCTI ON AND UTTERANCE
i. What is unction? What is utterance? When does an unc-
tion become utterance?

ii. How do we secure utterance? What are the characteristics
of a conducive atmosphere for free utterance in a meeting?
(@ OPEN DOORS OF MEN'SHEARTS

TOWARDS THE MINISTER.

(b) FAITH IN THE HEART.

(00 SPIRITUAL WORSHIP.

(d) PRAYERFULNESS

Why do we create this necessary condition before

sowing our seeds? Hos. 10:12; Jer.4:3. What does it mean to
sow among thorns, stony grounds and wayside grounds?
Luke 8:4-16.

ili. What are the hindrances to divine utterance?
How can one lose utterance during a sermon or message?
What is your experience in this...? |sthere any way out?

iv. What isthe burden of the WORD? How can it be usefully
discharged?

2. SERMON MAKI NG AND DELI VERY
i. What are the parts of an effective sermon outline?
What about making notes and extempore preaching?
What istherole of the Holy Spirit in making asermon? 1sa.50: 4-7.

ii. What steps must we take unto effective sermon delivery?

1 Cor.2:1-7, 12-13, 1Thess.2:3-8

* PREPARE YOURSEL F; HOW?

* PREPARE THE AUDIENCE; HOW?

* MANAGE YOUR EMOTION AS
NECESSARY ... HOW?

* BE FOCUSED; BE PLAIN, BE SMPLE;
BE DIRECT; BE ILLUSTRATIVE;

* BE CONFRONTATIONAL WHEN
NECESSARY;

* BE AUDIBLY CLEAR; BE GRAVE! BE
URGENT; BE SERIOUS. Tit. 2:7-8

iii. What are the things to avoid on pulpits? 2Tim. 2:23 - 26

(a) FOOLISH JESTINGS AND GISTINGS.

(b) FABLES AND UNFOUNDED

TESTIMONIES.
(c) IMPOSITION AND INTIMIDATION.
(d) VAIN BABBLINGS AND SLANGS.
What we are handling is divine. Itiseternd, itis

grave. Ministers must not act like cowboys.

iv. When should a message stop? How do we drive “home’
and “in” the nail?

3. THE ALTAR CALL

i. What is an altar call? What purpose does it serve?

ii. What are the basic ingredients of an effective atar call?

(a) Pointed (b) Active (c) Conclusive

(d) Not beggarly! (e) It isalwaysinstructive...
Examine some altar calls in the Scriptures.
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Acts 2:38 - 40; Matt.3: 7-12

4. NMONI TORI NG A MESSAGE

We are stewards of the mysteries God has graciously
given to us. We must therefore be ready to give account of
every bit of it (1Cor.4:1-2). Jesustold thedisciples. “Gather
up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost”. What a
solemn injunction to every man who is in the ministry of
God's Word.

i. How can we monitor a message lest men vomit it?
Prov. 25:16, 27.

ii. What does it mean to gather up the fragments of a mes

sage? What are the fragments by the way?

iii. What does the “baskets’ stand for?.

5. PROBLEMS OF | MPARTI NG GOD' S WORD
i. Lack of utterance.
ii. Lack of receptivity and openness.
iii. Clumsiness on the part of the minister.
...Too much to say within too little time.
...Scattered thoughts.
iv. Planlessness and ambition.
v. Unstable congregation.
What are the ways to tackle these problems?
Beloved, we must now pray to the LORD of the har-
vest to teach us and grant us the anointing of the Holy Spirit
in this crucial aspect of our services in the vineyard. We
commend you to the Lord Himself, our Master, to lead you
further into an effective ministry.
Bow your heart at this point and pray.

THE M N STER NG TEAM (Cont i nued FromPage 15)
donkeys, camels, mules; vast supplies of food. Each mobi-
lized food for himself from his brethren.
“ And there they were with David three days, eating
and drinking: for their brethren had prepared for
them.”
| see ateam who might have caused even God to won-
der at their commitment and dedication. For even though the
Word of God says* Nobody goestowar at hisown expense’;
these ones, because of the overwhelming singular purpose on
each of their hearts went to war at their own cost. It would
look asif the weapon of battle was also a personal undertaking
of each member. They were not going to encumber David
with any personal demand but to make him king.
“ All these men camein battle array to Hebron...”
1Chr 12:38a(New Living Trandation).
“These also arethe chiefs of the mighty men whom
David had, who strengthened themsel ves with him.”
It was interesting to see what mobilized them so entirely.
Yet, it was certainly not David or anything about him; not
even an inner hope of any reward to when he would be king.
Humanly speaking it was too risky to identify with David at
this time. David was in hiding because of Saul and anybody
Saul learnt aided David in alittle way paid with hislife. There
was more hope for death sticking with David that time than
reward. What mobilized each and every one of them was the
personal response to the Word of God concerning Isragl.
“These also were the chiefs of the mighty men whom
David had who strengthened themselves with him
in the kingdom, and with all Israel to make him king,
according to the word of the Lord concerning Isradl.”
The Word and will of God concerning Israel drew
these mighty men. More than David as a person, they saw

the will of God concerning Isragl. They were only keen on
David because David was the will of God for Israel. It was
not a small vision of a hero that captured their hearts. They
were neither hero-worshippers nor empty sycophants but
people deeply committed to the Word and will of God for the
land of Israel. When they followed David at the risk of their
livesit was because of the embodiment of God’ svision David
stood for. When they submitted their personal potentials of
becoming something by themselves, and yielded al their ca-
pabilities and abilities to making David king, they were on the
final note submitting to God Himself. This must be the high-
est binding and driving force for theindividuals of ateam and
the team itself. The vision of what God is doing — it does not
matter yet who must be at the center of it — is the basis of
every work. One must begin to understand the overwhelm-
ing purpose of God for hislife in order to fit into what God is
doing and to understand the Word of God for such a purpose.

The kingship of Jesus, even though aready con-
cluded and no longer debatable and unchangeable, is under
great and keen contest. Anywhere and at any point and at any
time that God is putting together a team, it is primarily to
effect the kingship of Jesus over His enemy and those under
the enemy’s control. He must be king in the hearts of men.
God iscommitted to raising a people who have seen this great
vision, who must be bounded and bundled together for life
and with their lives to enthrone Jesus as king in this genera-
tion. Small and individualistic interest for those who have
heard the Word of God must give way for selfless, dedicated
and sacrificial service to make Jesus king in the nations. Is
this the sole reason for your labour? Then go on the Lord will
sustain you. And you who arelabouring for sdf-interest, re-
member Samson and change your ways
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